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Character Counts  

 Honesty Is a Long-Term Strategy 
A listener I’ll call Cory once wrote to tell me 

she was going through an ugly custody fight for her 
three-year-old son. She said she was sure her 
husband would lie in an upcoming hearing, and she 
was desperately afraid she’d lose custody if she was 
honest. 

She didn’t want to lie, but she wasn’t sure 
being truthful was the right decision when the stakes 
were so high. She ended her note with a plea: “Please 
tell me that truth prevails.” 

Her note troubled me deeply. First, I couldn’t 
assure her that truth or justice always triumphs. Liars 
sometimes win, and life is not always fair. 

Second, although I knew perjury would be both 
wrong and unwise, I had to confess I wasn’t sure I’d 
have the moral strength to tell the truth if I feared 
losing my children. It’s too easy to be self-righteous 
about other people’s lives. 

Still, I believe there are compelling ethical and 
practical reasons to be truthful. There’s no self-defense 
exception to the moral duty to be honest. If you lie on 
the theory that you’re just fighting fire with fire, all you’ll 
end up with is the ashes of your integrity. As Lily 
Tomlin said, "The problem with the rat race is that 
even if you win, you’re still a rat."  

Lying is also a very risky strategy with 
enormous potential consequences, including loss of 
custody, self-respect, and credibility.  

If Cory gave false testimony, she would forfeit 
the moral high ground and put new weapons in the 
hands of an ex-husband all too anxious to discredit 
her. If the judge disbelieved her on one issue, the 
judge might doubt her on all issues. Lying also would 
make her vulnerable to perjury charges. Every lie told 
would be like a land mine capable of exploding at any 
time, even in the distant future. 

Honesty is a long-term strategy. It doesn’t win 
every battle, but it prevails far more often than 
falsehood. 

This is Michael Josephson reminding you that 
character counts. 
 

 

School and Community Events 
Winner of the Name the Newsletter Contest 
 You may have noticed the new name for the 
newsletter today.   “The Bennet Scholarly Scoop” was 
the winning entry in our Name the Newsletter Contest.  
The winning student was Brent F., a student in 6L.  
 Brent’s entry was one of many submitted by 
students this week.  The second place winner was 
Alexandria H. in 5M, and third place went to Alex L. in 
6L.  All three students will receive prizes for their 
submissions. 

 

 

 

Labor Day Break! 
 There will be no school on Monday, Sept. 3rd, 
2007.  School will not be in session in observance of 
Labor Day.  School will resume on Tuesday, Sept. 5th, 
at 8:30 a.m. 
 

The winners of the Name the Newsletter Contest.  

From left to right are Brent Fry, 1
st
. Alex H. 2

nd
. 

And Alex L. 3
rd
.  



 

P-T Conference Sign-Up 
If you werenôt at the Open House on Tuesday or 
did not sign up for a time for P-T Conferences, 
please call the school or stop in and sign up for a 
15-minute time slot for each of your childrenôs 
teachers.  P-T Conferences are scheduled for 
Thursday, September 20th from 2:00 ï 8:00 p.m.  If 
you have any questions, please call the school at 
782-3535. 
 
Open House Night 
We had a great turn out for Open House on Tuesday 
night.  We would like to thank all who attended this 
year’s Open House.  It’s nice to see and visit all of the 
parents and grand parents.  It is also a great time to 
meet the parents of our new students!  We hope you 
have an enjoyable time during the Open House.  We 
would also like to extend an invitation for you to visit 
our school during the day sometime.  We love having 
parents stop in and have lunch with their children.  We 
ask that you call before 10:00 a.m. in the morning and 
let us know that you will be coming for lunch, so we 
may get you on our lunch count in the kitchen.    
 
Volunteer and Room Buddy Sign-Up 
 We are continuing to accept registrations for 
School volunteers and room buddies.  Registration 
sheets are available in the school office.  A copy of 
the registration page is included with this 
newsletter.  We will start building a schedule with our 
teachers and notify volunteers of their time and 
assignment in the next few weeks. 
 
Day Care Openings 
Jill Jones has moved to the Palmyra area.  She has a 
full-time toddler opening.  Contact Jill at 780-5037. 
 
Band Instruments For Sale 
Denise Schroder has the following band instruments 
for sale; one flute and one snare drum.  You may 
contact her at 780-5840 for more information.  
 
Hunter Safety Classes in Palmyra 
A Hunter Safety class will be starting in Palmyra on 
September 11

th
 and continue on the 13

th
. 18

th
 and 20

th
.  

This is a Nebraska Game and Parks certified class.  
Anyone who is at least 12 years of age by February 1

st
, 

may attend this class.  They must attend all sessions 
and take an exam on the 20

th
.  We are limiting this 

class to the first 20 students.  Anyone interested 
should call Roger Smith at 780-5246 or 780-5326 
before September 8

th
.  

 
Bus Notes 
 We are having a problem with parents pulling 
into the circle drive to drop off or pick up their students 
when the buses are in the circle.  The circle drive is 
reserved for the buses only during unloading and 

loading of students.  Please do not drive into the circle 
when the buses are present.  If you are going to 
accompany your child into the building, please do not 
park in the circle and leave your vehicle there.  Park in 
the south parking lot or east parking lot areas, if you 
are going to enter the school building.   
 We would also like to have notes for the bus 
driver letting them know if your child is not riding the 
bus  or if they are bringing 
 a guest home that doesn’t normally ride the bus.   
 
Playground Pals for Week of August 31

st
, 2007 

Nathan Wooner   KS 
Sam Fitzpartick   1M 
Josie Mach   2S 
Cavion Randall   3W 
Jon Fitzsimons   4SY 
Aly Donaldson   5M 
Victoria Talcott   6Gß 
 
September Breakfast and Lunch Menus Sent Home 
 The September Lunch and Breakfast menus 
are out and should be coming home with the 
newsletter today.  If you don’t have one call the office 
and we will get another sent out! 
 
Extra copies of school items in the office 
 If you find out that you don’t have a newsletter 
or menu, or any other item sent home, check inside the 
office door for extras of all school items sent home.  
We always try to place extras of all communications 
items in the tray by the door.  
 You may also find .pdf file copies of our 
newsletters and menus to download on our school 
website at.http://www.districtor1.org/ 
 
 

http://www.districtor1.org/

