Little Panther Preschool

Opening Day At Last!

It seemed it would never
arrive last fall when our
building was only a blue-
print, but our opening day is
behind us now.

Eleven preschoolers are
enrolled in the morning and
eight in the afternoon. All
of these children came
ready to go, no tears were
shed that first day as par-
ent good-byes were said, at
least not by the kids!

Our three and one half
hour sessions go by pretty
fast when we start with a
meal, and also squeeze in a
snack, plus center time,
circle time, music and game
time, story time, and a few
other daily events.

It would be hard to decide
what the most important
center it at this point, it
depends on the ten minute
segment you are watching.
The sand table is quite a
hit, as are the blocks and
dramatic play, but no cen-
ter sits empty at anytime.
The children all seem to be
developing their favorites
already.

Meal times are going very
smoothly, we serve family
style and children serve
themselves when ever pos-
sible. We have 19 big milk
drinkers, some green bean
lovers and most kids willing
to try lots of different
foods, that makes us

happy! Snack time is also
quite popular, so far it has
been crackers, raisins, and
milk. We will be baking
cookies next week so stop
by if you want a warm oat-
meal raisin cookie!

We think this first week
has gone quite well, and we
are so glad to finally be well
on our way to an exciting
preschool adventure!

Open House A BIG Success

The preschool open house
was held last Thursday,
January 24 from 2:00 to
6:30.

Over 150 guests signed in,
and it was difficult to find
a place to move about at
times. The activity centers,

toys, games and sand table
got a real work out by pre-
schoolers and their older
siblings.

The Lincoln Journal Star
and the Voice News were
both present and snapping a
lot of pictures so stay

tuned to both papers for
some photos of the big
night!

Thanks to everyone who
came out on a very cold
night to get a sneak peak of
Little Panthers Preschool!
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Special points of in-
terest:

J No School on Fridays,
preschool is in session
Mondayd Thursday.

J School will not be in ses-
sion on Monday, February
18 for the preschool or
the elementary school.

J Check the monthly calen-
dar for special days!

DROP OFF Times

Please do not drop
your preschool child
off earlier than 7:55
or 11:55. The times
leading up to each
session are the only
preparation times
the teachers have
each day and they
are trying to accom-
plish a lot in a short
amount of time to be
ready for your child!

Thanks for your help!




Story Time With Preschool Friends

Story time in preschool is an interac-
tive time, it is not possible to expect
three and four year olds to sit still
and quite and 0j ust
being read aloud. For this reason

most of our stories contain a lot of
repetition, rhyming words, nonsense
words (odipple dipp
phrases the children easily pick up on
and can say along with the reader.

Big books are another way to involve
young students. Reading a book that
is 3 feet tall gives young students a
chance to really feel they are pulled
into the pictures and are a part of
what is happening. Calling students to

And both sessions
spent time this week
listening, chanting, and
responding to the fun
words in that book.

step up and point out
different things in the
pictures during a read
aloud keeps all of them
involved and anxious
for their own turn to
come forward.

If you are looking for
books to delight your
child feel free to ask
us for some ideas. We
will also be sending
home preschool book
order forms from time
to time, they are a
great way to pick up
good literature at reduced prices and
surround your child with books.

Dr. Seuss is a delight-
ful example of the
rhyme and repetition a
child learns from, as
well as nonsense words

A |
Repetition and rhyme are

great ways to involve young
that tickle the tongue.  children in the magic of print

The o0di bbled quorte
lier in the this story comes from the
book, Mr. Brown Can Moo Can You?

Artists In The Making

Your child has already had at least
one opportunity to put on the paining
smock and stand at the easel creating
his/her own masterpiece.

These first pictures are on display
around the classroom along with a
photo of your child so both you and
your child can quickly identify which
picture is the next family treasure!

On a more serious note, please keep in

There will not al-
ways be an expla-
nation for every

picture, BUT it is

mind that what may look like messy
scribbles to you, or just a blob of
smeary paint, is actually something

your child worked very hard at. A 0OTeacher

good rule to keep in mind when your so important that : take my
child brings home a project of any your child know picture hgn_1e
kind is to exclaim over the colors, and  you admire and soonasitis ,
other things and then ask your child like his/her ef- dry?o
otell me about your forts Kailey, age 3

and listen to what he/she tells you.

Block Center Highlights

Hollow blocks are the
big blocks in the
wooden corner box that
are used to build bigger
structures. They are
hollow to keep the
weight down and allow
the children to stack
them higher. Our set
was made for us by

Caption describing picture or
graphic.

Mr s .
-law and they have been
getting quite the work
out already this week.

Ch e n e4nd < the basic birchwood set that you
think of when you think of building
blocks. These teach a lot about size,
shapes, and perception.

In addition to the blocks, the block
center contains lots of cars, trucks,
tractors, people, animals, and other
props for extending block play. This
area is busy every day, and we have
seen some pretty creative things!

The arch blocks are
used for tunnels, roof
tops and many other
things little imagina-
tions come up with.

The unit block set is
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Limited Outdoor Time Creates Indoor Fun

We were able to take a walk on the portunities for practicing 2 an outdoor classroom due
unseasonably warm January day we our identification and Q '&; "R to our construction and all
opened, but Tuesday quickly reminded  throwing skills all at one /‘Q?)\ /'{\ the mud around our new

us what January is supposed to be time. Hopping from shape »-\/ \S% building, but none of that is
like in Nebraska. to shape is great fun also. \ER:’/—‘J D, going to keep us from a
You will find us creating many ways to  Imaginations are easy to ( \i\l/ \l wid_e _vgriety of gross motor
get our exercise inside on these cold ignite when teachers and l \ /( \ activities that s_tretf:h our
days however. We may be marching kids alike begin pretending ~ < :(j' muscles and our imagina-
around with musical instruments and some imaginary adventure & tions all at the same time.
singing along with ishappeningand act out &___: Stop in and march
songs. You may see little bodies and a  the events together. Come dance or march withus  around with us some-
couple of bigger teacher bodies com- This cold weather gave someday, it is great fun and time, preschoolers are
ing up with some pretty crazy dance us the chance to play good exercise too! totally without inhibi-
moves to music. Odsnowball tossé ins tions when you put a

maraca or a drum in their hands and
start the music!

Our set of colored shape mats and a this week.

set of bean bags provide lots of op- It may be sometime before we have

Brrrré. |t | s Col d OQOutsi de!

We talk above about getting our With that in mind we ask that you that can be .
exercise inside on cold days but we always send hats, mittens and warm learned tromping
do want you to remember that we will coats with your child. Boots are a around outside in Have you ever
go outside for some activities unless great idea if there is measurable the winter, so looked at a
it is dangerously cold or wet. snow on the ground also. your help with snowflake just
We pay attention to the wind chill Catching big snowflakes on black con- ~ Warm clothes as it falls or
factors and we will never endanger struction paper and examining the helps us always be  tried to catch
your child, but we will bundle up and beauty and uniqueness of each one prepared for a one on your
go tromp around in the snowonsome J USt candt be done frosty adventure. hand?

room. That is one of the many things Thanks!

cold days.

What Happens When They Dondot Make

I wish 1 could tell you that your child one on one with one of the teachers. quently than a typical three or four
will never make a poor choice while We use that talking time to help your  year old should.

he/ she i s at pr esc h chldyndebstand why tlieachoitd made
was not a good one and how it could
be handled differently the next time.

If you have questions please ask us!
The most likely situation is probably
going to be disobeying, being unkind
to a friend, or talking inappropriately You are not going to know every time
to a classmate or a teacher. this happens, we simply do not have school experience, and learning to
enough time in the day to do that, but ke positive choices is a big part of
we will talk with you if we feel your that.

child is needing a time out more fre-

It is very important to us that we
work together with you to help your
child get the most our of his/her pre-

When this happens your child will
spend a few minutes in a time out
chair, and then have a chance to talk
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Little Panther Preschool

100 Dogwood Street
@ Bennet Elementary
Bennet, NE 68317

Preschool Phone: 782-3035
Elementary Phone 782-3535
E-mail: jcheney@esu6.org

We will post preschool stories on
the website as time permits. You
can learn a lot about the other
areas of our school district by
frequently checking out the website.
Sign up for email notification of new

stories!
-

Www.district

Little Panthers Preschool is a grant funded preschool that is a
part of the District OR-1 school system serving the communi-
ties of Bennet, Palmyra, and Douglas.

We are a developmental preschool enrolling three and four year
old district resident students. There are two daily sessions
that meet Monday through Thursday and follow the district
calendar unless otherwise noted on the preschool calendar.

Jean Cheney and Amber Hohensee are teaching the preschool
classes. I you have any questions about enrolling your child or
anything else please contact them. You may also contact Steve
Robb at the elementary for more information.

Stop In And Visit Us Sometime!

We encourage you to stop in and
check us out. If you are dropping off
your child or picking up, plan a few
extra minutes for your child to show
you some of the things he/she has
been doing.

IT you want to linger for awhile and
see for yourself how our day goes you
are welcome to do so. The coffee is
on!

We are leaving the door unlocked dur-
ing drop off and pick up times, try
the knob and come in if it is open,ring
the bell if it is locked. We do lock up
after the last child arrives for
safety.




