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Recap:  Ideas Under Consideration 



Timeline 

2011-12     School Community  

           Essential Planning Process 

2012-13    Facilities Task Force 

Sept 2013   Failed Bond Issue Election 

Jan-June 2014 Revisit & Re-examine 

 Board of Education : Needs & Alternatives  

 Community Input : Feedback & Priorities 

 

 



2014-15 2015-16 2016-17 2017-18 2018-19 2019-20 2020-21 21-22

1 Percent Growth 474 479 484 489 494 499 504 509

1.5 Percent Growth 474 481 488 495 502 509 517 525
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Possible Growth Projections 

Enrollment Projections 

1 Percent Growth 

1.5 Percent Growth 



Review of Needs 
1. Pre-School Expansion 

2. Building Maintenance & Code Upgrades 

3. Fine Arts Upgrades 

4. Additional Gym Space 

5. Outdoor Athletic & Activity Spaces 

6. Technology - Infrastructure & Capacity 

7. Security 



Needs Identified 

Academic 
Additional Classrooms 

Pre-School Expansion, Career Center 

Arts 
Music Rooms, Theatre,  

Concerts, Speech 

Athletics 
Additional Gym,  

Outdoor Track/Football Field 

Commons/Community Use 
Secure Entries, Assembly areas 



Bennet Ideas & Alternatives 
“How much could this cost?” $3.3 to $6 million 



Bennet Update 



ACADEMICS 
70% 

ARTS 
4% 

ATHLETICS 
11% 

COMMONS/ 
COMMUNITY  

11% 

OTHER 
4% Cost split for 

current ideas under 

consideration 

 

Bennet Elementary 
“Where would the money be going?” 



Palmyra High School 

OPTION A OPTION B 

OPTION C 

“How much could this cost?” $7.4 to $11.3 million  
 



Palmyra Update 

Lower Level 



Palmyra Update 

Upper Level 



Palmyra Update 



Academic 
25% 

Arts 
13% 

Athletics 
35% 

Commons/
Community 

Use 
24% 

Other 
3% Cost split for 

current ideas under 

consideration 

 

Palmyra High School 
“Where would the money be going?” 
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“Why do we need more gym space?” 
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Palmyra High School 



North Athletic Fields 

Option 1 Option 2 

Option 3 

“How much could this cost?” $1.6 to $3.7 million 

Athletics 

• 15 acres north 
of Palmyra’s 
City Park 

• Board of 
Education in 
process of 
purchasing, 
2014 

• Site can be 
developed over 
many years as 
funding 
becomes 
available 



North Athletic Fields 

Option 2 

“How much could this cost?” $1.6 to $3.7 million 

Athletics 



ACADEMICS 
37% 

ARTS 
9% 

ATHLETICS 
34% 

COMMONS/ 
COMMUNITY 

USE 
17% 

OTHER 
3% Cost split for      

current ideas under 

consideration, for          

all 3 locations  -- 

Bennet, Palmyra, and 

north of Palmyra City 

Park 

 

All 3 Projects 
“Where would the money be going?” 



Finances & Refinements 



Estimated Project Costs: Bennet 



Estimated Project Costs: PHS Option A 



Estimated Project Costs: PHS Option B 



Estimated Project Costs: PHS Option C 



General Fund Expenditures 



General Fund Receipts 



General Fund Levy History 
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Expenditures and Revenue 
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Levy Comparison 



State Aid History 
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Tax Impact 

Average Average Average

Project Scope Bond Size Interest Rate P&I Levy

5,000,000$         5,185,000$         3.460% 362,960$          9.01 cents

6,000,000$         6,220,000$         3.460% 435,413$          10.81 cents

7,000,000$         7,255,000$         3.460% 507,915$          12.61 cents

8,000,000$         8,295,000$         3.460% 580,451$          14.41 cents

9,000,000$         9,330,000$         3.460% 653,172$          16.22 cents

10,000,000$       10,365,000$       3.460% 725,331$          18.01 cents

11,000,000$       11,400,000$       3.460% 797,906$          19.81 cents

12,000,000$       12,440,000$       3.460% 870,708$          21.62 cents

13,000,000$       13,475,000$       3.460% 943,198$          23.42 cents

14,000,000$       14,510,000$       3.460% 1,015,700$       25.22 cents

15,000,000$       15,550,000$       3.460% 1,088,199$       27.02 cents

Palmyra District OR1
2013 Valuation $402,716,767

November 2014 General Election

February 2015 Bond Issuance / February - December Capitalized Interest



On MindMixer and at Meetings 



bennetpalmyraschools.mindmixer.com 

July 1, 2014 
bennetpalmyraschools.mindmixer.com 



TRAFFIC 

Unique Visitors     281 

Active Participants       77 

Page Views   2,462 

 

 

PARTICIPANTS 

Male       34%  

Female       66%  

Average Age      36 

RESIDENTS OF 

68317 Bennet  29 

68418 Palmyra  24 

68508 Lincoln  4 

68516 Lincoln  2 

68526 Lincoln  2 

68372 Lincoln  1 

68503 Lincoln  1 

68506 Lincoln  1 

68507 Lincoln  1 

68620 Albion  1 



Five aspects that you think were MOST 

attractive and/or acceptable to voters. 
  

#1. The idea of new outdoor athletics/activity facilities  (20) 

#2. The idea of enrollment growth at the Elementary School (20) 

#3. The idea of expanding the pre-school (19) 

#4. The idea of adding a second High School gym (16) 

#5. The idea of a multi-purpose gym/performing arts facility (15) 

#6. The idea of a new career center at the High School (14) 



Five aspects that you think were LEAST 

attractive and/or acceptable to voters. 
  

#1. The selected location of 190th & Highway 2 as the “central site” (26) 

#2. The idea of school closings if a K-12 school is built in the future (19) 

#3. The overall cost and tax impact  (18) 

#3. The idea of spending more on athletics than academics or arts (18) 

#5. The idea of a phased plan toward a single, “central site”  

       and future new K-12 school (14) 

#6. The idea of moving 5th and 6th grades from Bennet to Palmyra (12) 

#7. The idea of a phased plan that would necessitate a future bond  

       issue  (10) 



Why not a new High School, including 

outdoor athletic facilities and locker 

rooms? 

 

Will there be enough interest to justify the 

need for a track? 

 

Better facilities could expand hosting 

opportunities. So, what are the benefits of 

hosting events? 
  



Scheduling the gym… is it really that 

difficult? You need to convince me. 

 

Lack of support for renovation of the 1930’s 

building at the High School. 

 

Is it realistic to hold a bond issue election 

in November? Only if there’s time to 

provide a detailed cost analysis. 
  



  

Community Meeting Comments 

"This bond needs to be 

up in November before 

we lose families 

worried we are not 

looking to the future." 

"We are going in the right direction, …. I think the ideas are good. 

Want to see focus on education more than sports!  I know those 

facilities are needed, but education is first and foremost!"  

"One bond. 

November ballot. 

Do not wait a year." 

“I think MindMixer is great but 

it may not meet everyone’s 

needs. Need to try to reach 

people in other ways, like 

mail, newspaper, and displays 

in businesses.” 



Community Meeting Questions 
“Is a K-12 school 

off the table? 

Should it be?    

 
  

“Where is the 

money coming 

from?” 

“What happens if 

we do nothing? “ 

“What will happen to 

the Preschool 

building? “   

 
  

“How will the schools function 

during renovation?”  “Do we really need 

two gyms?” “Where will the sale 

proceeds go when the 

District sells the 190th 

property?”  

“If we demolish the 1930’s 

building, why are we replacing it 

with less SF?” 

“What will the enrollment impact be after 

new LPS and Catholic schools are built?” 



Questions & Comments 



Next Steps 



Community Meetings 

• July 16, Meeting #2 

• August 6, (7PM) Meeting #3 

• September ??, Meeting #4 

• October ??, Meeting #5 

Board Face-to-Face  

• Civic group presentations 

• Personal meetings on request 

 

 

 


