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Palmyra-Bennet-Douglas Team    

   Mates Mentoring Program board of di-

rectors met this summer for a strategic 

planning session for the next three years. 

They set a goal of 30 mentor/mentee 

matches by 2017.  The second part of that 

goal is for mentors/mentees to meet a 

minimum of 24 times during the school 

year.  Data shows the positive impact 

these one hour weekly meetings have on 

the youth.  Attendance and behavior im-

prove as well as grade reports.    

   Palmyra-Bennet-Douglas TeamMates 

Mentoring Program is kicking off the 

year with a cookout for mentors, men-

tees, board of directors, and their families  

to be held on Saturday, August 9 at 5:30 

p.m. at Dave and Becky Hall’s home at 

1297 G Road, Palmyra, NE.  RSVP to 

Becky at 402-560-5231 or Sally at 402-

430-3687 by August 6 if you plan to at-

tend. 

   On Sunday, September 28 TeamMates 

will host a One Hour Walk.  Mark your 

calendars and come walk for one hour to 

support Palmyra-Bennet-Douglas Team-

Mates Mentoring Program. 

   If you have any questions regarding 

TeamMates please contact: 

 Mr. Chaffee at 402-780-5327 ext. 315 or 

chaffee.mic@districtor1.net 

 

NOTES FROM MR. 

HANGER 

It is hard to believe that 

the summer of 2014 will 

quickly draw to a close as 

we prepare to open the 

doors for the 2014-2015 

school year.  The building 

has been very busy with an 

array of maintenance pro-

jects, improvements, and 

sports camps.  I would like 

to thank our staff that have been active with Drivers Education, 

FFA, basketball, summer conditioning activities, and a variety of 

in-service work to improve instruction at District OR-1.  I would 

also point out the summer enrichment program more than dou-

bled in size again this year as a group of dedicated teachers and 

support staff successfully designed and implemented a challeng-

ing and entertaining curriculum for our students.  As I begin my 

29th year in education, I can say with confidence that District   

OR-1 is endowed with a caring, committed, and professional staff 

of educators and support personnel that make this among the best 

K-12 systems in Nebraska.  I encourage you to thank our staff 

and let them know how much you appreciate their efforts as we 

begin a year that will be academically challenging and exciting 

for our students.  I wish everyone the best in 2014-2015.  

                                    GO PANTHERS! 

New instructional staff additions this year include Carrie 

Wusk in Grade 1 and Jessica Cerny as K-12 Special Education, 

Please take some time to welcome our new staff to District OR-1. 

In addition to numerous repairs, several large scale building 

improvements occurred over the course of the summer months.  

 Foundation for Knowledge 

 Developmental Assets 

 2014-2015 Calendar 



 The Bennet building has been upgraded with 

the addition of mechanical equipment includ-

ing a new hot water heater, new circulation 

pumps, and general maintenance on the heat-

ing and cooling system made possible by the 

2011 boiler/chiller work.  In Palmyra im-

provement efforts have upgraded the building 

HVAC control/management system as well as 

sidewalk replacement on the northwest corner 

of the building.  Community information 

meetings regarding facilities took place on 

June 24th  in Bennet and June 25th  in Pal-

myra. An additional meeting was held at the 

High School on July 16th.  These dis-

cussions follow a six month study by 

the Board in eight separate work ses-

sions reviewing, updating, and priori-

tizing information from the 2012-

2013 facilities study and the failed 

bond issue in September 2013.  The 

Board spent time reviewing and af-

firming building and program needs as well as 

reviewing the schools options to prioritize 

maintenance and code issues with the help of 

Clark Enersen Partners.  The next community 

meeting is scheduled for August 6th at Bennet 

Elementary to begin at 7:00 p.m.  You can 

also join in the discussion online at           

http://bennetpalmyraschools.mindmixer.com/  Build-

ing drawings and information can also be 

found at www.districtor1.org  

The high school continues to augment dual 

credit courses in our partnerships with North-

east Community College, Southeast Commu-

nity College, and Peru State College.  Courses 

include, but are not limited to the following: 

Composition 150, Health Sciences, Business 

and Informational Technology, and introduc-

tory education courses.  This partnership al-

lows students to begin coursework in a post-

secondary setting prior to graduating from 

Palmyra Senior High School.  The program 

also provides the opportunity to engage stu-

dents with online asynchronous coursework 

while they have the support of personnel on 

our campus.   

The District remains focused on technol-

ogy as we enter our third year of a 1:1 iPad 

initiative in the secondary building with the 

addition of eBackpack.  Staff and students 

will now be able to assign, share, collaborate, 

collect, and review assignments across any 

internet connected device including the iPad.  Parents will also 

be able to log into the system and check the status of student 

work.   

Our students will continue to benefit from Character educa-

tion as three additional staff members attended 8 to Great train-

ing in June of 2013.  District OR-1 now has 15 trained instruc-

tors delivering an advisory curriculum focusing on the 8 to 

Great Fundamentals.  The curriculum is a step-by-step instruc-

tional process that systematically provides students with 

knowledge related to self-confidence/self-respect, respect for 

others/compassion, responsibility/no excuses as well as com-

munication skills, perseverance/resilience, positive attitude, 

resourcefulness, and goal setting. The second component to 

our Character Education program will con-

tinue through a research-based program ti-

tled Second Step.  The curriculum places an 

emphasis on educating elementary and mid-

dle grade students to help them make good 

choices, avoid temptations to bully other 

students, and understand peer pressure.  

Grades K-8 focus on specific character traits 

such as skills related to empathy, managing anger, developing 

problem solving skills, increasing attention spans, and distrac-

tion avoidance.  This curriculum augments the Character 

Counts program at Bennet Elementary for grades K-6. Our 

partnership with Partners with Otoe County continues to bene-

fit District OR-1 students as this year will see the addition of 

the Second Step focused Bullying Prevention curriculum for 

grades 3 through 6.  This program includes teaching staff and 

students how to recognize, respond to, and report bullying. The 

Bennet Elementary team is also ex-

cited to implement a school-wide 

positive behavior plan for the 2014-

2015 school year that allows staff to 

use common language and consistent 

expectations within the school envi-

ronment. The school will follow the 

4 B’s of Learning: Be an Active 

Learner, Be Respectful, Be Respon-

sible, and Be Safe. 

Finally, we will implement a new math series this fall for 

grades K-5.  The new math series is Pearson En-Vision and 

provides alignment to Nebraska standards.  I applaud the ef-

forts of our staff in developing a meaningful curriculum and 

for engaging our students in exciting and up to date materials 

and mechanisms. 

Returning to school after the busy summer season means 

that our thoughts turn to beginning of new daily routines that 

includes a fresh start in courses and activities.  Students and 

staff are always invigorated to begin anew with energy and en-

thusiasm each academic year.  Students should also renew their 

focus on organizational skills in order to ensure success.  In 

most small schools our students are busy managing course 

WELCOME BACK! 
The 2012-2013 School Year will kick off 

on Thursday, August 15
th

 for students in 

grades K– 12.  As a reminder, the first 

day will be a full day of school. 



work, study time, and a busy activity schedule.  I am re-

minded of the “Seven Habits of Highly Responsible Stu-

dents” as published in a brochure outlining tips for stu-

dent success. They include the following of our students: 

1. They set goals. 

2. They Plan their time. 

3. They study every day. 

4. They take notes in class. 

5. They have the tools they need (paper, pencils, etc.). 

6. They keep their commitments. 

7. They get ready ahead of time. 

 

 

WELCOME BACK TIPS FOR THE NEW YEAR! 

The 2014-2015 School Year will kick off on Thursday, 

August 14th for students in grades K–12.  The first day 

will be a full day of school. 

 

BENNET ELEMENTARY: 

Elementary School hours will continue to be from 8:20 

a.m. - 3:20 p.m.  On the first day, parents and students 

in kindergarten will report to the school cafeteria.  
Parents and students in grades one through six will report 

to the school gym at 8:30 a.m. for a short assembly.  Fol-

lowing the assembly, students will report to their class-

rooms with their teachers. 

 

PALMYRA JR/SR HIGH SCHOOL: 

High School hours will continue to be from 8:10 a.m. – 

3:37 p.m.  On the first day, all  

7-12 students will report to the high school gym.  Stu-

dents should pick up their schedules and 

locker assignments from staff members.  Fol-

lowing a short assembly, students will report 

to their first-period class. 

 

PLEASE CONTACT THE SCHOOL:  

Please Contact the School if your child has 

been attending Bennet Elementary or Pal-

myra Jr/Sr High School and will not be at-

tending this year.  Also, if you have moved into the dis-

trict this summer and your child has not registered, please 

call as soon as possible at the phone numbers listed 

above. 

 

GETTING OFF TO A GOOD START:   

Summer is nearly over and the beginning of a new school 

year is in sight.  The beginning of a new school year is an 

exciting time for students and teachers alike.  It is an op-

portunity to get a fresh start and to take advantage of the 

educational opportunities that are available.  Nearly eve-

ryone looks forward to the challenge of the new year, and 

nearly everyone comes prepared to give it their best and 

improve upon any shortcomings they may have had from 

the previous year.  Please encourage your favorite student 

to make the most of this opportunity. 

 

BUSING INFORMATION: 

Bus routes are in the process of being finalized.  This year 

we will be adding a stop to pick up elementary students 

before school from the Bennet Church. The approximate 

pick-up time at the Bennet Church will be 8:10 a.m.  Par-

ents of students who are on country bus routes will be re-

ceiving a call from their bus drivers during the week be-

fore the start of school.  Drivers will give you approxi-

mate pick-up and drop off times for your children.  If you 

are new to the district and desire bus transportation, 

please contact Cathy Fick at 402-540-2879 or            

402-780-5636. 

 

PHYSICAL EXAMINATIONS/IMMUNIZATIONS:   

Nebraska State law requires that all students entering kin-

dergarten, grade seven, and all new students from out-of-

state show evidence of having received a physical exami-

nation by a qualified physician within six months prior to 

enrollment.  Evidence of this examination must be pre-

sented within 30 days of beginning enrollment unless the 

parent/guardian declares in writing his/her objection to the 

physical examination.  The cost of the examination shall 

be borne by the parent.  All students in grades 7-12 who 

are out for any sport must show evidence of a physical 

examination before they may participate in the sport.  

Physical examination forms are available at the office or 

on line at www.districtor1.org.   

 

ACTIVITY PASSES: 

Activity pass are available for students and 

families. These passes will get you entrance to 

all PHS activities except Main Stage Play and 

Musical. Activity pass prices are the following: 

$ 125 for a family pass 

$ 50 for an adult pass 

$ 30 for student passes 

Students 7-12 are required to pay the $30 activ-

ity fee to participate in activities at PHS. 

(The family pass does not cover this fee) 

 

IMMUNIZATION INFORMATION  
Students must show proof of immunization upon enroll-

ment in Palmyra High School. Any student who does not 

comply with the immunization requirements will not be 

permitted to continue in school. Students with medical 

conditions or sincerely held religious beliefs which do not 

allow immunizations may complete a waiver statement 

which is available in school health offices.  Students with 

a signed waiver statement may be excluded from school in 

the event of a disease outbreak. 



SCHOOL LUNCH/BREAKFAST: 

   Our lunch accounting system is set up so that each 

family has a single-family account.  Parents are ex-

pected to send money to be deposited in this account 

similar to a bank account.  Their child/children in both 

the elementary school and the high school will be able 

to spend that money for lunches or ala carte items.  

Expenditures will be deducted from the balance of the 

family account.  The accounting system records when 

kids eat and how much was spent.  When the account 

gets low, the school will notify parents so that they 

can maintain a balance in their family account.  

Should the family account be exhausted, students will 

be expected to pay for their lunches prior to consump-

tion. 

 

Lunch & Breakfast Information 

*  A carton of milk will be $.35 for 

K-3 recess milk or for milk to 

accompany a sack lunch.  

*  Breakfast prices will cost $1.55 

for students in grades K-6. 

*  Breakfast prices will cost $1.80 

for students in grades 7-12. 

* Lunch prices will be $2.20 for students in grades 

K-6.   

*  Lunch prices will be $2.30 for students in grades 

7-12.    

   It will be very important to talk about the menu with 

your children each day so they are prepared with the 

decisions they have to make when going through the 

serving line.  

 

Recess Milk Prices and Payments 

  The cost of recess milk will be $.35.  The cost of re-

cess milk will continue to be included with your fam-

ily lunch bill.  Each day your child has milk after re-

cess, we will charge it to your family lunch account.  

You will no longer have to pay for recess milk sepa-

rately.  It is very important that you notify us if you 

do not want your child to have recess milk; other-

wise, they will receive milk.   
  

The Breakfast Schedule 

The Breakfast program will start on Friday, August 

15th.  No breakfast will be served on the first day of 

school.   If you have any questions about the school 

breakfast program, please contact either school.  

   In order to serve more students in an efficient man-

ner, we are going to have students from elementary 

and high school eating in both buildings.  Breakfast 

will start at 7:30 a.m. at both schools. Please note that 

school buildings do not open until 7:30 a.m. for stu-

dents not in the Rec. Program.  Please do not arrive 

prior to that time. 

 Bennet country bus students, junior high students, and high 

school students will be able to start eating breakfast at 7:30 

a.m. in Bennet.  High school and junior high students will 

be served first so they may eat and get on the bus.  Elemen-

tary students from the Bennet country buses will be served 

immediately after the high school students.   

   Palmyra town students and country students may start eat-

ing breakfast in Palmyra at 7:30 a.m.  Palmyra town stu-

dents must eat in Palmyra and be finished in time for the 

shuttle bus departing for Bennet at 8:05 a.m.   

   Elementary students from Douglas and Palmyra country 

bus students will eat at Bennet when they get off of the 

shuttle at 8:25a.m.      

 

The Lunch Schedule 

Students will be told what time they go to lunch on the first 

day of school.  Both Bennet Elementary and Palmyra Jr/

Sr High School campuses are closed.  Simply, students 

may not leave for lunch. 

 

STUDENT RECORD POLICY 

District OR-1 Public Schools is required by Federal law 

to notify parents of students and eligible students (a stu-

dent who has attained eighteen years of age) that the 

school does maintain personally identifiable data on stu-

dents enrolled in District OR-1 Public Schools.  Parents of 

students and eligible students have the right to inspect and 

review the educational records of their child or children and 

to challenge the contents of the records as inaccurate or mis-

leading. 

   Any parent of a child or an eligible student who is or has 

been in attendance at District OR-1 Public Schools who de-

sires to inspect and review his/her child’s education records 

should contact either the custodian of records at the school 

or the office of the superintendent.   

    Notice is hereby given to parents of students and eligible 

students that the personally-identifiable information desig-

nated by District OR-1 Public Schools as directory informa-

tion is as follows: the student’s name, grade, address, email 

address, telephone number, date and place of birth, dates of 

attendance, the image or likeness of students in pictures, 

video or other film or medium, height, weight, most recent 

school attended, position in the group, experience in the 

group, candidacy for graduation, and/or the list of academic 

and/or activities achievement including, without limitations, 

honor rolls, scholarships earned, activity honors, and awards 

earned in connection with current school activities or class 

work which may be published onto the internet. 

   Parents of the student and/or eligible student have the 

right not to permit the foregoing designation of any, or all, 

of the categories of personally-identifiable information, with 



respect to that student, as directory information, by 

informing District OR-1 Public Schools in writing 

within four weeks after the commencement of the 

school year.  If you have questions about the records 

policy of the school, please contact the office of the 

Superintendent at 402-780-5327. 

PARENT NOTIFICATION OF TEACHER 

QUALIFICATIONS 

  On January 8, 2002, President Bush signed into law 

the “No Child Left Behind “ Act  designed to  

improve student achievement in public 

schools at both the state and local 

levels.  Under NCLB, school 

districts that receive Title I 

funding are required to inform 

parents that they have a right to 

know the professional qualifica-

tions of their children’s teacher(s).  

Therefore, parents in the District OR-1 School District 

may request to know the qualifications of their child’s 

teacher(s).  As a parent, if you would like to receive 

specific teaching credential information about your 

child’s teacher(s), please contact the office of the Su-

perintendent at 402-780-5327.  Please give the office 

at least five school days to contact you with informa-

tion about the credentials referenced.   

DISCLOSURE OF STUDENT RECRUITING  IN-

FORMATION 

   The No Child Left Behind Act of 2001 requires 

schools to provide military recruiters and institutions 

of higher education access to secondary school stu-

dents’ names, addresses, and telephone listings.  Par-

ents and secondary students have the right to request 

that District OR-1 not provide this information to mili-

tary recruiters or institutions of higher education with-

out their prior written parental consent. 

FEDERAL HANDICAPPED CHILDREN’S ACT 

   District OR-1 requests your help in locating handi-

capped children.  The school implements the Federal 

Handicapped Children’s Act (PL-94-142 which guar-

antees a free, appropriate educational program for all 

children between the ages of 0 and 21 years of age).  If 

you have a student or know of any young person with 

special needs between 0-21 years of age that is not en-

rolled in an appropriate education program, please 

contact either school at the numbers listed above.  

ANNUAL ASBESTOS NOTIFICATION:   

   Federal regulations require all schools to inventory asbes-

tos containing materials (AMC) in their buildings and annu-

ally inform patrons and employees of the existing manage-

ment plan.  

   The plan for District OR-1 is available for inspection to 

the general public, teachers, and other school personnel.  

The plan is available for anyone to inspect. If you wish to 

have a copy, though, you may have one within 5 days of 

your request for the cost of duplication. 

The plan for District OR-1 has also been 

submitted to the Nebraska Depart-

ment of Health, Divisions of Envi-

ronmental Health & Housing Surveil-

lance, in accordance with Federal Regu-

lations. 

NOTICE OF NON-

DISCRIMINATION:   NONDISCRIMINATION IN 

EDUCATION PROGRAMS AND ACTIVITIES 

Palmyra District OR1 does not discriminate on the basis of 

race, color, creed, national origin, sex or gender, disability, 

marital status, or age in its programs and activities and pro-

vides equal access to the Boy Scouts and other designated 

youth groups.  The following person has been designated to 

handle inquiries regarding the non-discrimination poli-

cies: Robert L. Hanger, Superintendent, Palmyra District 

OR1, 425 F Street, Palmyra, NE 68418, 402-780-5327. 

 

PALMYRA JR/SR HIGH INFORMATION 
 

NEW STUDENT REGISTRATION & 7th GRADE 

SCHEDULES: 

   All students new to Palmyra Jr./Sr. High School and any 

incoming 7th grader who has not registered should plan to 

do so on Thursday, August 7th from 1-3 p.m. at the high 

school.  Seventh– graders who attended orientation last 

spring are also welcome to come to school from 1-3 p.m. on 

Friday, August 8th to pick up schedules, locker numbers/

combinations, and get reacquainted with the building.  

 

STUDENT SCHEDULE CHANGES: 

   For students that need to make changes to their class 

schedules (aside from study halls), advisors will be avail-

able to make needed changes during the following available 

times: 

Monday, August 4th – 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

Tuesday, August 5th - 9:00 a.m. – Noon. 

Wednesday, August 6th - 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 



JUNIOR AND SENIOR HIGH SPORTS: 

  In order to participate in sports programs, students 

are required to have a physical before they may par-

ticipate.  Parents will want to be sure that this step is 

taken care of before the first day of practice.  Students 

must also have a NSAA (Nebraska School Activities 

Association) Student and Parent Consent Form.  This 

form will be distributed the first day of school. 

 

 

BENNET ELEMENTARY INFORMATION 

 

WELCOME BACK to a new and exciting 2014-2015 

school year. I hope you all had a wonderful and restful 

summer, and are all ready for another collaborative 

year with the staff at 

Bennet Elementary.  

I am looking for-

ward to working 

with everyone to 

ensure the children 

at District OR-1 

Bennet Elementary 

achieve their highest 

potential. 

   Bennet Elemen-

tary is excited to implement a school-wide positive 

behavior plan for the 2014-15 school year that allows 

staff to use common language and consistent expecta-

tions within the school environment. The school will 

follow the 4 B’s of Learning: Be an Active Learner, 

Be Respectful, Be Responsible, and Be Safe. A Be-

havior Matrix has been created that lists specific ex-

pectations for behaviors throughout the school day.  

We believe that children need to learn in a caring and 

safe environment that is free from distraction and dis-

ruption. More information will be handed out at Open 

House and at the first day of school. 

   We are currently at 50 first graders. With this in 

mind, the district has made the decision to split the 

first grade classrooms into three sections.  For this 

coming year, one first-grade classroom will be in our 

former work room.  This classroom will have approxi-

mately fourteen students.  Mrs. Wusk will be the 

classroom teacher in this classroom.  She is very ex-

cited about joining the staff at Bennet Elementary.  

This classroom will provide an excellent teacher-

student ratio, in addition to helping decrease the class 

size in the other two first grade classrooms.  The new 

classroom space is remodeled and ready for a new 

group of students. 

   I hope you all enjoy the rest of your summer, and I 

will see everyone in August.  If there is anything I can 

assist you with, please feel free to let me know.             

—Mrs. Walter 

 BENNET ELEMENTARY SUMMER ENRICHMENT: 

   Bennet Elementary had a wonderful turnout for the 2014 

Summer Enrichment program.  Our numbers were up this 

year with 104 students attending the summer session.  The 

theme for the summer was, “Under the Sea.”  All grade lev-

els participated in math, reading, writing, and science activi-

ties that focused on sea life and the ocean.  To end our Sum-

mer Enrichment Session, the students enjoyed touring the 

Omaha Zoo aquarium.       

 

CLASS LISTS POSTED: 

   Class lists will be posted on the windows of the Bennet 

Elementary gym door and the front doors at Palmyra High 

School on Tuesday, August 12th after 3:00 p.m. Students and 

parents may come up to the school and check to see whom 

their child's teacher will be. On Thursday, August 14th  when 

students arrive for the first day, they will check to see who 

their teacher is, if they have not done so, and then enter the 

gym to go sit on the bleachers where their class is gathered. 

Signs for each teacher's class will be posted on the east wall 

of the gym above the bleachers. Staff members will be at the 

entry of the gym to help direct students to their correct class. 

There will also be a section in the west bleachers for parents 

to sit. Just a reminder, parents of students in kindergarten 

will report to the cafeteria. 

 

BENNET ELEMENTARY OPEN HOUSE: 

   Bennet Elementary will be hosting an Open House on 

Tuesday, August 12th from 5:30-7:00 p.m.  The school will 

be open for everyone in the community to come and visit or 

tour the building. The Bennet Boosters, District OR1 Pal-

myra Athletic Boosters, Girl and Boy Scouts, and the Team-

mates Mentoring Program will be at the Open House to pro-

vide information regarding registration and sign up. There 

will also be a table set up to register school volunteers and 

for registration for parent-teacher conferences. If you want to 

have a booth or table at the open house, contact Mrs. Walter 

at 402-782-3535.  Mark your calendar for Tuesday, August 

12th, and make plans to attend the Bennet Elementary open 

house.  

 

KINDERGARTEN CLASS LISTS:  
   Parents of Kindergarten students should receive a letter 

from Mrs. Nitzsche or Mrs. Dvorak by Friday, August 8th 

letting them know of their class assignments and other infor-

mation. If you do not receive a letter by August 8th, please 

contact the school as soon as possible so we may get the in-

formation to you.   *If you have not turned in your child’s 

paperwork for Kindergarten, please drop it off at the elemen-

tary or mail it to the school by Friday, August 8th.  

 

Classes begin on THURSDAY, August 14TH 



KIDS CONNECTION PROGRAM: 

   Kids Connection is a health insurance program de-

veloped by the State of Nebraska as an extension of 

Medicaid.   Its purpose is to provide coverage to unin-

sured children across the state.  

   Kids Connection provides wellness care for your 

child in helping to prevent diseases, finding and treat-

ing problems early, and maintaining good health and 

development.   

  

Regular check-ups in-

clude: 

* baby check-ups 

and baby immuni-

zations 

* yearly check-ups for school-age children, includ-

ing school/sports physicals 

* immunizations for school-age children 

* dental check-ups and dental sealants 

* vision and hearing tests. 

 

   Kids Connection also provides medical care for inju-

ries and illnesses as early as possible.  This is essential 

in treating or correcting health problems.   

   Treatments include doctor's visits, lab tests/x-rays, 

counseling, medications, dental treatment, hospital 

care, eyeglasses, and specialty service for children 

with disabilities or chronic health conditions.  

 

   Your child's eligibility to have health coverage 

through Kids Connection is based on your family's 

income and citizenship.  Children can be eligible: 

 * if they are under age 19. 

 * if they were born in the United States or are le-

gally admitted aliens. 

* even if both parents live at home.  

* even if one or both parents work full-time.  

* even if their family already has some type of 

health insurance.  

 

Applications for Kids Connection are located in the 

school office.  Please call the school if you have any 

questions regarding Kids Connection. 

BEFORE AND AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAM: 

   Bennet Elementary will continue to offer a before and af-

ter school recreation program.  Starting on the afternoon of 

Thursday, August 14th (for a fee) school-age children at-

tending Bennet Elementary may take part in this program. 

An evening registration will be held on Thursday, Au-

gust 7th at Bennet Elementary from 6:00-7:00 P.M. If 

your child will be attending the before or after school care 

program, please stop by the school to register your child.   

   Times:  7:00 – 8:20 a.m. and 3:30 – 5:30 p.m.  

   We will also offer drop-in service for those students that 

are pre-registered.  Students that are not pre-registered will 

not be allowed to take part in the program.   

* Cost:  $2.65/hr per child.  Time kept to the nearest 15 

min. increment.  A minimum of one hour’s time will be 

charged for after school participation.  

* Payment: Prepayment in blocks of $25.00 or more. There 

will also be a $25 non-refundable registration fee at the 

beginning of the year. 

* Families buying a block of $100.00 will receive 6 addi-

tional hours for free. ($15.90 value) 

* Supervision:  Students will be supervised by at least one 

adult.  Additional help will be hired if needed so student 

to supervisor ratio doesn’t exceed 15 to 1. 

* Structure: Activities will be offered such as board games, 

gym games, computer lab time, crafts, and playground 

fun. Study time and help for those that desire it will also 

be available.  In addition, students will be offered an after 

school snack and be eligible for school breakfast in the 

morning. 

* The cost of breakfast will be additional. 

 

LITTLE PANTHERS PRE-SCHOOL: 

   Classes for Little Panthers Pre-School will start on Mon-

day, August 18th. An Open House will be held on Friday, 

August 15th from 4:00 to 7:00 p.m. The pre-school is for 3 

and 4 year old students in the school district. There are two 

class sessions. The morning session runs from 8:00 –11:30 

a.m., and an afternoon session runs from 12:00 – 3:30 p.m. 

Each class session will receive a meal and a snack as part of 

the program. Ms. Brittany Draeger is the head teacher this 

year. Currently, the pre-school is full. Contact Bennet Ele-

mentary School at 402-782-3535 for more information. 

Tuesday, August 26th, 2014 

Gather family and friends to enjoy Texas Roadhouse atmosphere and 

food. District OR1 Foundation for Knowledge will hold its annual 

Foundation Family Night. Between the hours of 5:00 p.m. and 9:00 

p.m., the Foundation will receive 10 percent of the total receipt from 

Panther Supporters. 



 

To Parents of School Bus Route Children:   
...Cathy Fick 

School will be starting on Thursday, August 14. 

We have been busy working on bus routes for this 

year. Your bus driver will contact you approxi-

mately 1 week before school starts with your pick 

up time. If you are new to the district and request-

ing bus service, please contact Cathy Fick right 

away, so that your name can be added to the 

routes. 

These routes and times may not be permanent un-

til we get everyone needing bus service regis-

tered. Times will vary the first week of school, 

depending on who is riding, etc.  Please be patient 

with us. 

After the first week, times should be the same. 

The bus drivers can only wait one minute for stu-

dents to get on the bus, so please have your stu-

dent ready and waiting at their scheduled time. 

This will ensure that the bus will not be late 

to their next pickup or be late to school. 

We ask that if your child will not be riding 

the bus at any time to please call your bus 

driver, or you may also call Cathy Fick  402-

780-5636 or 402-540-2879. If you call my 

cell, please leave a message as it doesn't al-

ways ring in certain areas, or you can send 

me a text, and I will let your bus driver know. 

Please try to call the night before if possible.  If 

not, please call at least 15 minutes before your 

scheduled pick up time. Even when you call the 

school, please call the driver as well. Phones are 

answered at school from approximately 8:00 a.m. 

to 4:00 p.m.   

Please note that when school begins at 10:00 a.m. 

due to inclement weather, your pickup time will 

be approximately 1 hour and 45 minutes later 

than normal, i.e. an 8:00 a.m. pickup time will 

change to 9:45.  Cathy will be providing those 

adjusted times as we finalize schedules. 

If you are on Vicki/Dallas’s 

route, we request that you 

always contact Cathy, 

as they have alternating 

schedules and do not 

drive every day. This 

way I can get the mes-

sage to the driver as-

signed that day. 

We ask that you send a 

note with your child for 

any alternate plans for the 

bus e.g. if they are not riding home, if 

they are going home with another student, or if they are having a 

friend go home with them. If they don't have a note, the change 

will not be allowed.  We have too many students to manage al-

ternate plans safely and confirm that parents are aware of where 

children are being dropped off.  Parents may call Cathy or their 

school office prior to 3:00 p.m. to make a change in afternoon 

plans.  No calls will be accepted after that as buses may be in 

route and calls cannot be taken. 

There is to be no food or drinks on the bus except 

for plastic bottled water. No suckers, sunflower 

seeds or gum as they create a mess that is difficult 

to clean. No skateboards, no spray deodorant or 

perfume. No calls on their cell phones, unless it is 

from their parents, as it distracts the bus driver and 

becomes a safety issue. If they need to call their 

parents, they need to let the bus driver know. 

Drop off times after school can vary, depending on who is riding 

the bus that afternoon so we ask that you are flexible after 

school. 

If you have any questions, problems, or if your childe has a 

health issue that warrants your driver’s attention, please call 

Cathy. If your child experiences any trouble, please call. We try 

to watch as close as we can, but we can't always see everything 

as we are driving and providing safe transportation for every 

child. 

Thank you for your help and patience. 

Cathy Fick home: 780-5636 cell: 540-2879 (call or text) 

 

YOUR BUS DRIVER(S) IS(ARE)___________________________________________________ 

PICK UP TIME IS____________________________ 

BUS DRIVER PHONE NUMBER________________________________ 

 

 



Newsletter article from Guidance Counselor  

*Career Readiness* 

   It is hard to imagine that summer is over and 

you are reading this!  Did you have a good sum-

mer?  For many of us summer is a great time to 

rest, regroup, and rethink some priorities. That 

has been my summer. It started as I attended the 

Nebraska Career Education Conference in Kear-

ney, June 2-5. This is one to the top conferences I 

have been to in my life! One presentation in par-

ticular was very helpful. The Nebraska Depart-

ment of Education shared its recent work on Ca-

reer Readiness.  "A Career Ready person capital-

izes on personal strengths, talents, education and 

experiences to bring value to the workplace and 

the community through his / her performance, 

skill, diligence, ethics and responsible behav-

ior." (Definition of Career Readiness adopted by 

the Nebraska State Board of Education on May 5, 

2010) 

 

   You may have sensed, as I did, that this is ex-

actly what we are about in District OR-1. Every 

student in District OR-1; regardless of back-

ground, interests, or intent after graduating from 

high school; can, and should be, Career Ready. 

Here is what I learned: 

 

   Career Readiness is about the basics—a strong 

academic foundation and personal ethics. It’s 

about speaking and writing effectively, analyzing 

situations and solving problems, and understand-

ing fundamental concepts in math and science. It 

is also about being where you are expected to be 

when you are expected to be there, meeting dead-

lines, and conducting yourself professionally. 

 

   Career Readiness is about knowing your stuff, 

understanding available technology, and identify-

ing when to use it appropriately. It’s about using 

what you know to address new challenges and 

new opportunities. It is also about knowing what 

you don’t know, and being enthusiastic about 

learning more and getting even better!  It can also 

mean having the knowledge, drive, determination, 

and confidence to start your own business. 

 

   Career Readiness is about relationships, col-

laborating with co-workers, respecting the opin-

ions, privacy and cultures of others. It’s about 

working well on your own and as a member of a 

team.  It is also about accepting responsibility and 

understanding the consequences of your deci-

sions, making healthy choices, and understanding 

your role in the bigger 

picture of your commu-

nity, state, nation and 

world. 

 

I think you will agree 

that what we are about 

as students, parents, 

stakeholders, teachers, 

staff, and administration 

in District OR 1 is Career Readiness. We each have our part to 

play.  

 

40 Developmental Assets of Search Institute 

  Towards that end, I also had another epiphany. Last spring I was 

awarded funding to share the work of Search Institute with our 

community. Search Institute is the non-profit research organiza-

tion that has given us bedrock resources like 40 Developmental 

Assets to create strong and vibrant communities where families, 

schools, businesses, churches, sports organizations, and neighbor-

hoods interact with our youth to keep them safe and well directed.  

This coming year I will be working with students, teachers, staff, 

and administrators to carefully and incrementally introduce 40 

Developmental Assets into our school and greater community. 

Look for handouts, posters, emails, and future newsletter articles 

from me to help guide you in creating a kind, caring, and suppor-

tive community for all of our youth. Interested? For more infor-

mation please go to http://www.search-institute.org/ 

 

Summer is soon to be over, but the quest to create a community 

where our youth are safe, supported, and equipped to be Career 

Ready is ongoing and exciting at District OR-1. Please do not 

hesitate to contact me if I can help you and/or your family in any 

way.  As the K-12 Guidance Counselor, I am always looking for 

ways to be helpful with academic concerns, personal, social, emo-

tional issues, and college/career planning. 

RESPECT 
Jen Hanger, Second Step teacher 

Michael G. Chaffee, K-12 Guidance Counselor 

 

   District OR-1, along with United Against Violence, is excited to 

inform you of our upcoming presentation of RESPECT. The RE-

SPECT organization will be performing August 26th for Kinder-

garten -12th grade. There will be four different performances de-

signed for specific grade levels.  

   Over the past decade, RESPECT has helped to decrease vio-

lence and abuse in our communities. This work is done with the 

use of interactive theatre programs and focuses on the prevention 

of abusive relationship dynamics (those found in bullying, child 

abuse, dating violence, relational aggression, domestic violence, 

animal abuse, and sexual harassment) among children and youth. 

Short educational theater presentations are paired with panel or 

group discussions led by community professionals and our actor-

educators. RESPECT is the only organization of its kind in the 

http://www.search-institute.org/


                             Steps to Respect: 

Jen Hanger, Second Step teacher 

Michael G. Chaffee, K-12 Guidance Counselor 

   Children learn best when they feel safe, respected, and cared for.  In District OR-1s’ continuing effort to create a 

safe and positive learning environment, our school along with the other schools in Otoe County have decided to 

launch a bullying prevention curriculum called Steps to Respect. Partners for Otoe County and United Against Vio-

lence worked together to make this curriculum available for each school district. This program is designed to help pre-

vent bullying and promote responsible, respectful student behavior. These lessons are specifically written to be paired 

with Second Step in Bennet Elementary. 

  The program will focus on 3rd-6th  grades and implementing the Steps to Respect lessons in combination with our Sec-

ond Step lessons. They will learn: 

* How to recognize bullying (to understand disagreements and arguments with classmates is not bullying), re-

fuse and report bulling when it happens. 

* Friendship skills that reduce the risk of being bullied, and/or becoming a bully. These lessons will include how 

to make friends, join in group activities, and manage conflicts.  

* Emotional skills such as understanding the feelings of other and managing emotions.  

* How to use positive values (responsibility, respect, and caring for others) as a guide for behavior.  

   There will be more information at the Bennet Elementary open house in August. If you do have any questions, 

please contact us at school. 

 

state of Nebraska, and even travels into Iowa and South Dakota. While we use theater, we do not teach it as an art, but 

rather as a tool for problem-solving and communication while capturing the attention of all ages. (RESPECT website).  

                                                Here is an idea of what each group will viewing.  

 RESPECT programs consist of educational theatre presentations paired with panel or group discussions led by 

community professionals and our actor-educators. In talk-back sessions for elementary students, participants have the 

opportunity to try out their own solutions through role-playing. Programs for middle and high school students allow 

participants to submit questions anonymously for discussion during the talk-back session. Each adult training is 60 or 

90 minutes and combines a research-based presentation with the use of theatre and role-play. 

K-3  Fun & Games:  This play helps students identify bullying behaviors and prevention techniques. Students 

will learn about the importance and power of the bystander. Students are encouraged to respond respectfully to bully-

ing behaviors as the target or bystander and to realize that what is “fun and games” for one person may be painful for 

another. 

4th-6th  Teaming Up:  This play explores how bullying escalates over time and how it can affect not only the 

targets, but the bystanders who see bullying in their school. It also explores the different types of bullying and how 

bullying back can often cause more problems than it solves. During the talkback, students have the opportunity to 

practice techniques to stop and prevent bullying during a fun and safe role-play. 

 7th-8th Scraps:  Developed at the request of students, this play focuses on social bullying, the bullying that can 

occur within friendships, or when relationships are used to hurt other people. Students will learn how to identify these 

subversive bullying behaviors and how to respond as the target or bystander. 

9th -12th Cracked, But Not Broken:  This play focuses on teen dating violence. Students will learn how to 

identify warning signs of abusive relationships and how to use local resources to help themselves or their peers. A lo-

cal professional with expertise in the area of domestic violence will sit on the panel for the talkback session as a physi-

cal representation of who they can go to for help. (information taken from the RESPECT website) 

 

Parents are welcome to attend. Please contact Jane or Laura if you would like to attend. The times of each per-

formance will be given at a later date. For more information check out their website- http://respect2all.org/ 

http://respect2all.org/


 







Bennet BackPack Program 

 The Bennet BackPack Program begins its seventh 

full year of service to the students of Bennet Elementary.  

The Bennet BackPack Program provides a backpack of 

food to qualifying families each week during the school 

year.  Qualifying families are those who participate in the 

free and reduced lunch program. 

 This year we have 18 backpacks of food to send 

home each week.  To receive a backpack of food from the  

Bennet BackPack Program, families  who qualify for free 

or reduced lunch program can mark the attached sheet that 

states that you are willing to have the school share infor-

mation with the Bennet BackPack Program.   The first dis-

tribution will be Friday, September 5, 2014.  Along with 

the backpack of food we purchase from the Food Bank of 

Lincoln, the Bennet BackPack program also includes two 

pieces of fresh fruit weekly and a milk voucher twice a 

month in each backpack.  

 Thank you to those of you who contributed to 

the spring fundraiser, the Extra Mile Walk.  We raised 

$1,950.  Our goal was $3600.  The $3600 is the cost for 

food for 18 backpacks.  Donations can be mailed to 

Food Bank of Lincoln, 4840 Doris Bair Cr, Suite A, 

Lincoln, NE 68504 with a notation in the memo to Ben-

net BackPack Program. 

 Another way to support the Bennet BackPack 

Program is by signing up to pack food. Individuals or 

organizations can meet at the Bennet Community 

Church, where the backpack food is stored, and pack a 

month’s worth of food.  This process takes about thirty 

minutes to complete. You can sign up for a time at the 

Bennet Elementary Open House on August 12th. 

 

iPad News: 

   Our school has purchased a subscription to a leading online classroom product, eBackpack.  eBackpack makes it 

easier to move files between the school and home and also lets your children turn in their homework electronically to 

their teachers.   The teachers can review the work and send it back to your child.   

   Your child can access eBackpack free of charge anywhere that internet access is available.  Inside eBackpack, your 

child can only communicate with teachers and administrators and has their own, private “My Files” storage area.  

eBackpack has site-wide security features in place to provide peace of mind, and all the activities that are performed 

inside of eBackpack can be reviewed by the school.   

   We are excited about the benefits this program can 

bring to our students, and we encourage you to take ad-

vantage of this opportunity and be involved in your 

child’s use of eBackpack.  Please feel free to contact 

eBackpack at questions@eBackpack.com or the school 

if you have any questions.  You may also learn more 

about eBackpack at http://www.eBackpack.com. 



National Honor Society 

The National Honor Society of Palmyra High School celebrated the induction of three new members with a cake and 

punch reception for everyone attending 

Awards Night on April 28th.  NHS is a 

school-based organization that empha-

sizes scholarship, leadership, character, 

and service. At Palmyra, members pro-

vide after school tutoring for all district 

students two nights a week, and part-

ners with the student body to raise 

funds for charitable causes. The newest 

members are FrankieJo Dowding, 

Houston Hornby, and Olivia Ver-

saw.  Fifteen senior members graduated 

on May 9th including the following: Jor-

dyn Bottrell, Carly Frazee, Jami Hill-

man, Kaylee Hoover, Paige Huxoll, 

Kourtney Kempkes, Grace Patton, Cait-

lin Peterson, Jessie Poskochil, Dallas 

Ringland, Megan Royal, Victoria Tal-

cott, Tara Timmerman, Danielle Vlcek, 

and Ciera Wendt. 

   Front from left to right: Jordyn Bottrell, 

Haley Furtwangler, Carly Frazee, Megan Royal, Kaylee Hoover, Caitlin Peterson, Ciera Wendt, and Vanessa Knutson. Mid-

dle:Alex Cough, Klaire Pillips, FrankiJo Dowding, Kourtney Kemkes, Jami Hillman, Victoria Talcott, and Danieele Vlcek. 

Back: Dallas Ringland, Houston Hornby, Ross Bartels, Paige Huxoll, Grace Patton, and Jessie Poskochil. Not pictured: Tara 

Timmerman and Olivia Versaw.  

In support and recognition of Ag and FFA students for their accomplishments of repre-

senting Palmyra and qualifying for State Contests during the year and for the State Con-

tests April 9-11...CONGRATULATIONS.  

* October State Land Judging-  8th place  

* State FFA Degrees- Kourtney Kempkes, Shelby Bruss, Victoria Talcott 

* Two American FFA Degrees: 

* Top 9 Finalist - FFA Star Ag Production- Victoria Talcott 

* First Place State Diversified Grain Production Proficiency- Victoria Talcott 

* FFA State Officer Candidate, Selected as one of top 31 for 1st round interviews- Victoria Talcott 

* 8th Place State FFA Cooperative speaking- Victoria Talcott, alternate Marissa Kinney 

* Public Speaking- alternate Jordyn Bottrell 

* Ag Issues Academy- Victoria Talcott 

* 10th Place in State Livestock Management Team 

* Livestock Judging Senior Division- 3rd place qualify for state 

* Livestock Judging Junior Division- 3rd Place qualify for state- 

* Welding- 3rd place qualify for state-  

* Mr. Malone- Nebraska Farm Bureau Chapter Advisor of the Year  

Community Service Projects  *Harvest Lunch for Farmers  *Wellness Walk  *Ag Elementary Day  *Sr. Center 

Flower Project  *Sand Volleyball Court at Park  *Rural Trash Pick up  *Plat Maps for the Fire and Rescue Dept. of 

Palmyra and Douglas. 

Reminder: Community Facilities Meeting to be held on August 6th at Bennet Elementary. 





















Activities Information: —Mr. Hoeft 

Below you will find information pertaining to 

Fall sports as the school year begins.  It is im-

portant that all athletes contact their coaches if 

they are unsure of any practice times related 

to their activity.  Junior high activities will be 

informed of the sign up process and meetings 

prior to their first practice in the first week or two of 

school.  Additional information on junior high sports 

will be made available in the weekly bulletins.   

HS Football:   

Practice will begin on August 11th.  Additional prac-

tice/conditioning information will be available from 

your coaches.  Contact Coach Maas at 

maas.tyl@districtor1.net if additional information is 

needed. 

HS Girls Golf:   

All girls interested in golf should plan to attend a team 

meeting on August 11th at 3:45pm at the high 

school.  The meeting will cover rules, expectations 

and a practice schedule. 

HS Boys/Girls Cross Country:  
Practice will begin on August 18th.  Additional practice/

conditioning information will be available from your 

coaches.  Contact Coach Trausch at 

trausch.mik@districtor1.net if additional information is 

needed. 

HS Volleyball:   

Practice for Volleyball will begin on August 18th.  Additional informa-

tion is available from your coaches.  Contact Coach Swartzendruber at 

swartzendruber.sar@districtor1.net if additional information is needed. 

Sports Physicals/Consent Form 
Students wanting to participate in an activity at PHS for the 2014-15 

school years will need to have a physical turned in to the office prior to 

the first day of practice. Physicals obtained after May 1st will be ac-

cepted for the 2014-15 school year, however not before that date. A link 

to an NSAA approved physical form as well as the NSAA Student/

Parent Consent form is located on the school website under the High 

School Athletics tab or search “physical”.     

Athletic Booster Bash 
Monday August 25th the Athletic Boosters have scheduled the annual 

"Booster Bash".  The festivities will begin at 6pm.  Additional informa-

tion to follow.  

mailto:maas.tyl@districtor1.net
mailto:trausch.mik@districtor1.net
mailto:swartzendruber.sar@districtor1.net



