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...Continued. ”Superintendent” 

Superintendent:  Michael Hart 

Director of Student Services: Linde Walter 

Palmyra Principal: Heath Johnson 

Bennet Principal: Jared Haag 

Activities Director: Aaron Hoeft 

Panther Families, 
 

I hope you have all had a restful, refreshing, and 
memorable summer break! It is hard to believe, but 
with the arrival of our summer newsletter, the 2025-
2026 school year is only a few weeks away! Our staff 
has been working very hard to prepare our class-

rooms, curriculum, and programs for a successful school year!  
 

That being said, I want to share some important updates and reminders 
before we all return to school.  Please use this newsletter as a guide for 
organizing information relative to the start of the 2025-2026 school 
year.  
 

Student, Staff, and Community Kudos: 

• Even though it is summer, there has been a lot of activity in and 
out of our district facilities since school ended. Aside from sports 
camps, community events, summer enrichment, credit recovery, 
field trips, high school weightlifting and conditioning, staff curricu-
lum work, driver training, lesson planning, and committee work; 
our staff and students continue to work hard to make our district 
even better.  

 

• I would also like to spotlight the hard work of our office sup-
port staff, administrators, custodians, technology support staff, food 
service, and maintenance/transportation personnel. The “behind the 
scenes” work these individuals do throughout the summer is critical 
in facilitating efficient and effective operations throughout the 
school year.  

 

• We are blessed to have such outstanding staff who are commit-
ted to serving our students, families, and our community! 

 

• Special congratulations also go out to our students for their 
continued participation in our camps, clinics, and “team-based” 
summer activities and to our coaches and sponsors for organizing 
these activities.  

• New Staff 

• Lunch Payment Option 

• 2025-2026 Calendar 

Vanco’s Rev-
Trak Web 
Store makes 
paying for 
school 
lunches easi-
er than ever. More than 1,200 dis-
tricts use the Web Store to accept 
payments online – including Dis-
trict OR-1. Our Web Store stream-
lines your payments, saves time, 
and gives you peace of mind. You 
can set up your credentials in four 
steps. 

1. Contact Ms. Kristi Holmgren at 
PHS (402)780-5327 x2. She can 
set you up to link your email to 
your students’ PowerSchool. 
Great news! You can also use 
this to keep up-to-date with 
grades and attendance. Note: 
you can skip this step if you al-
ready have PowerSchool cre-
dentials. 

2. Go to districtor1.revtrak.net and 
click “Log-in”. 

3. Select “Create New Account” 
and enter your information by 
following onscreen instruc-
tions. 

4. Once logged in, browse the 
web store for lunch balance 
and check out.  

• Follow District OR1 at www.districtor1.org 

• Download the app for iOS and Android 

• Follow student progress on PowerSchool 

• Follow District OR1 on Twitter @OR1_Panthers 

• Make sure your school has your e-mail and phone 

• Follow official weather at www.1011now.com 



• Many of our students also remain busy helping fami-
lies at home or working at various jobs throughout the area 
and we are proud of all of their accomplishments and ser-
vice.  

• Finally, strong community support for our district and 
advocating for high-quality public schools is critical for 
success. District OR-1 is an excellent school system filled 
with great students and outstanding staff members, but we 
simply could not do what we do as a district without the 
continued support of our community patrons and local 
businesses.  

• We are grateful to the myriad of patrons and business-
es who contribute their time and talents to helping our stu-
dents, staff, and programs thrive! 

• In summary, we are very fortunate to serve in a grow-
ing and progressive school district with a solid commit-
ment to continued excellence and a “kids first” approach 
to education. District OR-1 is a great place to be! 

• Thank you again for supporting our students, staff, and 
the district! 

 

School Newsletter: 

In this issue of the school newsletter will be information rela-
tive to school meals, activities information, facility expansion 
information, school supply lists, “beginning of the school 
year” activities and events, lunch applications, physical forms, 
and other information that will help our families prepare for 
the new school year.  

•Please note: Subsequent newsletters throughout the 2025-
2026 school year will only be distributed electronically 
through our school website and social media channels. Listed 
below is the link for the district's Facebook page and school 
website: 
https://www.facebook.com/District-OR-1-School 
www.districtor1.org 

• Any community patron or organization wanting to receive 
“hard copies” of any newsletter can call our school offices dur-
ing regular school hours and our staff will make copies for 
those requesting the “hard” copies.  

• Additional “hard copies” of the district newsletters will 
also be available at designated local business and community 
gathering spots like the banks, post office, etc. in the Palmyra 
and Bennet communities.   

• To ensure patrons receive all district information on time, 
please make sure you update all family contact information 
before the start of the school year.  

• If you have questions about updating your information, 
please contact our school offices.  

“Beginning of School” Events and Important Reminders 

Monday, August 4th 

• All staff return to the district for staff training and be-
ginning of school orientation 

•  
Thursday, August 7th: 

• “Open House” for elementary students from 4:30 - 
6:30 p.m. at Bennet.  

• All parents and families are encouraged to come to 
school to meet teachers, reconnect with friends, and enjoy 
the fun! 

• “Open House” for PHS students from 5:00 - 7:00 
p.m. at the high school.  

• All parents and families are encouraged to come to 
PHS to meet teachers, reconnect with friends, and enjoy 
the fun!  

• We will also be hosting our Fall Sports Coaches 
Meetings on Thursday, August 7th, beginning at 6:30 
p.m. at the high school.  

• All students enrolled in fall activities should plan to 
attend these meetings which will begin in the west 
main gym.  

 
Monday, August 11th  

• First Day of School for students: K-12  

• Board of Education regular board meeting beginning 
at 6:00 p.m. at Palmyra High School in the Media Center 
 
Tuesday, August 12th:  

• First Day of Preschool at Bennet Elementary School. 
 
Thursday, August 21st:   

• Panther Booster Bash at the Olson Complex at 7:00 
p.m. 

Fall Sports:  

• Our fall sports season (practices) will also officially 
begin on Monday, August 11th.  

• Coaches will communicate directly with student-
athletes regarding practice times and team expectations. 
We look forward to another year of teamwork, growth, 
and school spirit across all our athletic programs. 

 

Building Project Updates: 

• As we finish up the last of our building addition pro-
jects, here is an update on what is being accomplished this 
summer.  
 

Palmyra Junior/ Senior High School: 
 
Restroom Renovations:  

• Fixtures, flooring, and tile upgrades in the restrooms 
on the second floor (near the north entrance across from 
Mr. Springer’s math classroom) and the restrooms in the 
first floor south hallway (across from the band room and 
near the auxiliary gym) are being completed this summer. 

 
Locker Room Renovations:  

• Both boys and girls locker rooms at the high school 
are being updated this summer. The update includes: addi-
tional lockers, individual shower areas, upgraded fixtures, 
flooring, paint, and tile. 

 
Trophy Case:  

• An updated trophy case has been placed under the 
main common stairs near the lunchroom and auxiliary 
gym.  

 
Olson Complex:  

• Additional spectator seating is being added on the 
south side of the football field. This new bleacher section 
will host visiting fans and teams during events.  

 

https://www.facebook.com/District-OR-1-School-107353451595254/
http://www.districtor1.org


Bennet Elementary School: 

• The north bus lane at Bennet has been extended to 
accommodate all buses utilized for transportation. This 
extension of the bus lane will help to increase student 
safety and decrease traffic on the south side of the 
building during pickup times.  

• The Bennet Media Center has also received up-
dates to carpet, shelves, and student learning areas. 

 
Student Meals Update: 

• Due to increased food service and delivery costs, 
school meal pricing will see a modest increase this 
year. Additional information regarding updated meal 
rates and directions for completing a Free and Reduced 
Meal Application will be posted on our district website 
and shared in the summer newsletter.  

 
Student Cell Phones: 

• This school year, all students in grades K-5 will 
not be able to use cell phones during the school day.  

• This school year, all students in grades 6-12 will 
be not allowed to use their phones during class time 
or during passing periods.  

• All students at the junior/ senior high school will 
be able to check and access their phones during their 
assigned lunch period.  

• Responsible use will be expected, and violations 
may result in individual or group restrictions in align-
ment with district policy. 

Transportation and Bus Routes 

• A bus letter has been mailed to families that utilize 
district transportation.  It will include route details, pick
-up and drop-off times, and transportation contact in-
formation.  

• Please review the letter carefully and respond 
promptly with any updates or changes to help us ensure 
safe and reliable transportation for all students. 

 

Proactive Coaching: Presentation for Parents and Ath-
letes: Sunday, August 27 

• We will host a mandatory parent meeting for all 
parents of student-athletes on Sunday, August 27 be-
ginning at 6:00 p.m. at Palmyra High School.  

• This event is focused on fostering strong, support-
ive relationships between parents, coaches, and student
-athletes. The evening will begin with a Proactive 
Coaching Presentation.  

• This meeting is essential for setting a positive tone 
for the upcoming sports seasons. 

 

Please continue to check our district website and follow our 
social media channels for the latest updates, supply lists, 
and back-to-school information. 
 

Thank you again for your partnership and trust in District 
OR-1!  We are proud to serve our families and communi-
ties, and we look forward to another year of excellence in 
education. 
 

Enjoy the rest of your summer break! 
 

Go Panthers! 
Mike 

Full Letter  to Panther Families 

Dear Parent/Guardian: 

 

This letter is designed to provide information about District OR
-1 transportation.  As we continue to navigate the challenges of 
a growing school district, we will be adjusting our district 
transportation procedures beginning with the 2025-2026 school 
year.  This change will become effective Monday, August 
11th, 2025. 

 

Communication Protocols: 

School will start on Monday, August 11th, for all students 
(Kindergarten-12th grade). Preschool will begin on Tuesday, 
August 12th.   

• Mrs. Cathy Fick will again be our transportation coordina-
tor. Cathy is planning to contact each family approximately 
two weeks before school starts with specific times.   

 

If you are new to the district and would like to request bus ser-
vice, please contact Cathy Fick at (402) 540-2879 or email her 
at fick.cat@districtor1.net.   

• If you are a family that has utilized our transportation in 
the past, please email, call, or text Cathy as soon as possible to 
let her know your needs for this upcoming school year. 

 

Please note: Contacting Cathy and verifying all personal con-
tact information (including student medical issues, address, or 
email changes) is a critical step to verifying that your child is 
not only on the transportation list but also accurately included 
in the pick-up and drop-off schedule.  If Cathy doesn’t hear 
from you, she will assume no bus service is needed. 

 

Bus Assignments: 

• At the beginning of the upcoming school year, we will 
have specific route buses designated for each student at each 
school. To establish consistency, students should consider 
these route buses as their “home bus”. These vehicles will be 
easily identifiable (Bus#1, Bus#2, etc.), and vehicle and route 
assignments will generally remain the same unless we have a 
substitute driver or we have a bus that has been taken out of 
service for maintenance issues. 

 

We ask that if your child will not be riding the bus for any rea-
son (or will not be riding for an extended period) to please call 
or text Cathy Fick at (402) 540-2879 so drivers can adjust their 
routes and passenger lists. Please make every attempt to call 
the night before if possible.  

 

Switching Buses:  

To help with route consistency, please note that students will 
not be allowed to “switch” bus routes or buses unless there are 
documented extenuating circumstances and the switch has been 
approved in advance by Cathy and the building principal.  In 
these instances, parents should communicate the request to 
Cathy and the school office through a phone call, text, or email 
at fick.cat@districtor1.net no later than noon that same day.  

 

Routes and Shuttle Schedules:  

• Routes and shuttle schedules will be established with 

mailto:fick.cat@districtor1.net
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Cathy no later than Friday, August 1st, and communicated to 
parents as soon as possible. 
Please note: Any change from the established route or shuttle 
schedule must be requested in writing and approved by Cathy 
and the building principal.  

 

Bus Route Coordination:  

• Our district utilizes two distinct types of bus transportation to 
support students and families: Traditional Bus Routes and 
Shuttle Bus Routes. Understanding the difference between these 
services will help ensure safe and timely transportation for all 
students. 
Bus “Route”: 

 A bus route is a predetermined trip that provides daily trans-
portation for qualifying students from home to their school build-
ing. 

 Routes are assigned based on the student's home address, and 
drivers will pick up and drop off students at designated stops near 
the family residence.  
   These routes follow a standard schedule unless there is a weath-
er-related school day change (10:00 a.m. late start or other as-
signed time).  
Shuttle: 

   Shuttle buses are designed to provide intercampus transporta-
tion for eligible students needing to travel between buildings for 
classes or various programs. 
We have a morning shuttle and an afternoon shuttle.  

Shuttles will only run from the two school sites (Bennet Elemen-
tary and PHS).  

   The morning shuttle transports students from their hometown 
school to the other campus before classes begin. 

   The afternoon shuttle returns students to their hometown 
school after dismissal. 

• Please understand that the routes and specific pick-up and 
drop-off times may not be finalized until everyone needing bus 
service is registered. There is also a good chance that specific 
pick-up and drop-off times may vary slightly until all student 
passenger lists are verified and we know definitively which stu-
dents are riding each day. 

 

•  Please have your child ready, dressed for the weather, and 
waiting outside at their scheduled time for pickup. Our routes 
run on very regulated daily schedules, and we will allow a one-
minute wait time for picking up and getting students on the bus. 
This one-minute limit facilitates drivers not being late to their 
next pickup and students arriving on time to school.  Thank you 
in advance for your cooperation.  

 

Option Enrollment:  

• As we continue to navigate the challenges of a growing 
school district, we will also be adjusting our transportation proce-
dures for transporting “option enrollment” students. This change 
will become effective Monday, August 11th, 2025.   

 Please note: This change will not impact resident students 
and families that live within the District OR-1 boundaries.     
If your child is “option-enrolled” and resides outside of our dis-
trict boundary parameters for bus routes, we will no longer be 
able to provide the same level of bus service outside of these 

boundaries. Changing the level of service doesn't mean 
that transportation options are no longer available, but the 
protocols for transportation will be changing as listed 
below:  
 

Beginning August 11th, 2025,  we will only be trans-
porting option enrollment students if they reside within a 
one-mile radius of the district school boundary or if the 
address is adjacent to a residence within the district that 
consistently utilizes district transportation. For example, 
“Family A” lives within our district boundaries, and 
“Family B” lives across the street, yet outside of the dis-
trict boundaries.  
If families are outside of the designated one-mile radius, 
we will still provide opportunities for transportation at 
designated pick-up points in Bennet, Douglas, and Pal-
myra. These pick-up points are listed below:  

   Bennet: Bennet Elementary  

   Douglas: Methodist Church of Douglas (245 W. 3rd 
Street). 

   Palmyra: Palmyra Jr-Sr High School (north side en-
trance) 

If children are not brought to designated pick-up 
points, we will not be able to provide transportation. 

If you have any additional questions about district 
boundaries, please contact Jane Powell at (402) 780-
5327. 

 

Student “Drop Off” Times in the Morning:  

• Please note that our buildings will not have adequate 
supervision until 7:30 a.m. The doors to both buildings 
will not be open until after 7:30 a.m. This is a change 
from last year.  

 All students not enrolled in the before-school rec pro-
gram at Bennet Elementary School will not be allowed to 
enter the building until after 7:30 a.m.  
   Students enrolled in the before-school rec program can 
enter the elementary building through the east entrance 
beginning at 7:00 a.m.  

 

“Weather Related”  Information:  

If school operations are disrupted due to weather-related 
issues (severe storms, snow, etc.)  and school is either 
canceled for the day (or there is a “late start” or “early 
dismissal”), the district will make every effort to inform 
parents as soon as possible regarding the decision.  

Late Start: When the district announces a late start, 
school begins at 10:00 a.m. at both buildings. Bus routes 
and shuttles will run accordingly on these days (1 hour 
and 45 minutes later), and pick-up times will be adjusted 
as needed to meet the current weather conditions. 

 

Regardless of the weather decision, the information will 
be shared on local news outlets and our district social 
media platforms as soon as possible. 

 

Bus Loading and Unloading Areas:  

Bennet Elementary School:  

All students will load and unload buses on the south 
side bus lane in the morning before school. 



The south bus lane should be kept clear of any traffic from 
7:00-8:30 a.m. 

All students will load buses on the north side of the school 
building for the afternoon pickup.  

 

Palmyra Junior / Senior High School.  

All students will load and unload buses on the north side of 
the school building. This is the same as last school year.  

 

Preschool Transportation:  

Preschool transportation will be discussed and communicated 
during preschool home visits conducted by the preschool teach-
er.  
Thank you in advance for your understanding, flexibility, and 
support of our school district.  

 

If you have additional questions regarding transportation, 
please contact our district office at (402) 780-5327.  

Sincerely, 

Michael T. Hart  

 

Additional Bus Transportation Information 
 
Student Drop Off Times in the Morning:  

Our buildings will not have adequate supervision 
until 7:30 a.m. The doors to both buildings will 
not be open until after 7:30 a.m.  

All students not enrolled in the before-school rec 
program will not be allowed to enter the building 
until after 7:30 a.m. Students enrolled in the 
before-school rec program can enter the ele-
mentary building through the east entrance be-
ginning at 7:00 a.m.  

 
Shuttle time changes:  (Drivers WILL NOT BE ABLE 
TO WAIT and will leave at these scheduled times)  (BUS 
1 – TODD)   (BUS 2 – CLAYTON) 
 
Bennet Elementary to Palmyra– BUS 1 / 7:35 
AM,  BUS 2 / 7:40 AM  
 
Palmyra High School to Bennet–  BUS 1 / 7:53 AM, 
BUS 2 / 7:55 AM 
BUS 3 – STEVE – Bennet Town Pick Up for Elementary 
Kids – Cathy will let you know specific times prior to the 
first day of school.  Bennet Town stops before 7:40 am 
are junior high and high school students only. 
 
Bus Loading and Unloading Areas:  

DO NOT GO AROUND SCHOOL BUS 
STOP ARMS WHILE THEY ARE OUT. 

Bennet Elementary School:  
All students will load and unload buses on the 

south side bus lane in the morning before 
school. The bus lane should be kept clear of 
any traffic from 7:00-8:30 a.m.  Drive slow as 
children are crossing the road. 

All students will load buses on the north side of 
the school building for the afternoon pickup.  

 

Palmyra Junior / Senior High School.  
All students will load and unload buses on the 

north side of the school building.  Please 
keep clear of the bus lane from 7:30 am 
8:30 am.  Drive slow as children are cross-
ing the road. 

 
Preschool Transportation: Preschool transportation 
will be discussed and communicated during preschool 
home visits conducted by the preschool teacher.  
Thank you in advance for your understanding, flexibil-
ity, and support of our school district.  
  
If you have additional questions regarding transporta-
tion, please contact Cathy Fick. 
.  
Please go over the rules of the bus with your stu-
dent.  No food, candy, suckers, sunflower 
seeds.  Only water allowed.  Listen to the driver.  No 
standing, switching seats, leaning out the win-
dows.  No animals or skateboards.  No name calling, 
fighting, making fun of kids. No yelling.  No sprays 
(ex. Deodorant, perfume, etc).  No picture/video tak-
ing.  No throwing objects.  Sit and face the front.  
 
Bus Assignments: 

At the beginning of the upcoming school year, we 
will have specific route buses designated for 
each student at each school. To establish con-
sistency, students should consider these route 
buses as their “home bus”. These vehicles will 
be easily identifiable (Bus # 1, etc.), and vehicle 
and route assignments will generally remain the 
same unless we have a substitute driver or we 
have a bus that has been taken out of service 
for maintenance issues.  

We ask that if your child will not be riding the bus for 
any reason (or will not be riding for an extended 
period) to please call, email or text Cathy Fick at 
(402) 540-2879 so drivers can adjust their 
routes and passenger lists. Please make every 
attempt to call the night before if possible.  

 
Switching Buses: Please note that students will 

not be allowed to switch bus routes or buses 
unless there are documented extenuating cir-
cumstances and the switch has been approved 
by Cathy and the building principal.  In these 
instances, parents must communicate the re-
quest to Cathy and the school office through a 
phone call, text, or email fick.cat@districtor1.net 
no later than noon that same day.  

 
Routes and Shuttle Schedules: Routes and shut-

tle schedules must be established with Cathy by 
August 1st, and any change from that schedule 
must be requested in writing and approved by 
Cathy and the building principal.  

 
If your child has problems on the bus, let 

Cathy know.  Drivers can’t see or hear 
while driving kids safely. 

 

mailto:fick.cat@districtor1.net


ACTIVITIES NEWS 
Preseason Activity Information.  If you don’t see your fall 
sport/activity information in this newsletter your coach/
sponsor will be reaching out to you with information.  
 
HS fall season practices officially begin on Monday, August 11. 
 
All players need to have a physical completed prior to the start 
of practice.  If you are unable to get one by the first day of prac-
tice, you may attend, but only watch. 
 
Concussion Testing  

A link will be emailed to all athlete’s school email account, that 

will allow them to complete their concussion test on a computer 

or Chromebook on their own time.  Please look for an email af-

ter August 1st with details and instructions. 

 

Sports Physicals 

If you are in grades 7-12 and plan to participate in a sport for the 
upcoming 25-26 school year, you must have a current physical 
on file, dated after May 1, 2025, and in the office prior to the 
first practice. An NSAA permission form is also needed on file 
prior to the first contest. Both the physical form and NSAA form 
can be found and printed from the school website under the HS 
Athletics tab. 
 

Fall Team Sports Meetings 

Thursday, August 7th @ 6:30 p.m. in the West Gym. Large 

group session (10-15mins) followed by individual fall sports 

meetings. Please plan to attend if you have a child in a fall sport.  

This also runs in conjunction with the Elementary and HS open 

houses.   

 

2025-26 Activity Passes/Fees 

For those wanting to purchase single or family passes, which are 

good for all athletic events at the school 

(exceptions; One Act, Main Stage, Dis-

trict and Conference contests), may do 

so at the Booster Bash scheduled for 

August 21st. Otherwise, passes may be 

purchased in the east downstairs office 

during normal school hours. Pass fees 

are as follows: 

* Senior Citizen Pass (60+): $5 

* Single Pass: $65 

* Family Pass: $130 

* Regular daily event admission: 

JH Contest: Adults $5, Students (K-12) $3 

HS Contest: Adults $6, Students (K-12) $4 

Student Activity Fee (7-12): $40—Required for a student partic-

ipating in a school sponsored activity. 

 

Prom Fee: (new in 2023)—Starting in 7th grade and through 

their junior year, each student will pay a $15 fee that will go 

towards their senior prom.  This will eliminate the need for class 

fundraising and ensure that funds are available for the cost of the 

facility rental, decorations, DJ and snack food.  Additional lefto-

ver money from the prom fees will go towards the costs of cap 

and gown. Graduating classes of 2026 and 2027 will need to 

continue fundraising when they are juniors to make up the dif-

ference that was not collected from the beginning of their 

7th grade year.  Graduating classes of 2028 and beyond 

should have enough money from fees to cover prom ex-

penses. 

 

Activities Calendar 

The Activities Calendar for the 2025-26 school year is link-
able to Google Calendar starting July 1st by using the 
school website and clicking on the calendar icon on the 
main page. At the top of the calendar you can click the 
“Subscribe” tab to add it to your personal calendar. Another 
option is to download the “rSchool” app from your app 
store. Do a search for “Activity Scheduler” and follow the 
set up options for viewing our school’s calendar.  A final 
option is to use the www.eastcentralnebraskaconf.org link 
to view the school’s events and activities through the sum-
mer and next school year.  However, we will be moving 
from the “rSchool” platform to “Bound” in the coming 
month.  This will change the way the calendar is ac-
cessed.  In the meantime, the above calendar option will 
work.  New instructions on how to access the calendar 
will be sent out when it is ready. 
 

Addition of HS Baseball 

New to the 2025-26 school year will be HS baseball.  This 

is a spring sport and will run in conjunction with boys’ golf 

and track.  The current schedule of games can be accessed 

using the activities calendar or visiting our school website. 

All home contests will be held at the Olson Sports Complex 

Baseball Field. 

 
Special Presentation 

A guest speaker/presentation (Proactive Coaching) is sched-

uled for August 24th @ 6 p.m. in the High School West 

Gym.  This presentation is required for parents of youth, 

middle school and high school athletes.  Please mark your 

calendars for this event and plan to attend. 

 
2025-26 Booster Bash 

Will be held at the Olson Complex on Thursday August 

21st.  Food and various booths selling apparel, activity 

passes and other activity information will be set up and 

ready by 5 p.m.  The program portion will begin at 7 p.m.  

The HS VB team will have a scrimmage starting around     

4 p.m. in the HS West Gym that’s open to the public. 
 

Requests for Facilities use for 2025-2026 

Last year it worked really well to have all requests go 

through one assigner to coordinate youth practice times.  

We will do this again for the 2025-26 school year.  Practice 

slots are Monday thru Friday 6 p.m.-9 p.m., Saturday 8 a.m.

-9 p.m. and Sunday 12 p.m.-6 p.m., at either the elementary 

gym or the high school east gym.  Please note that resched-

uled, changed or added school activity events to the calen-

dar take precedence over outside schedule events.  We will 

do our best to keep these at a minimum.  At this time, we 

plan on allowing youth practices to start Monday August 

25th.  Please contact Asha Cooper for youth basketball prac-

tice scheduling and Steph Peterson for youth volleyball 

practice scheduling.  All other requests can be made to Aa-
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New Staff at District OR1 

   A new year brings new faces to School District OR1. Please welcome 

the following new teachers to our schools. 

Elise Stoike - Middle School English  

 

1. Where are you originally from? 
Alliance, NE 
 
2. What college did you graduate 
from? University of Nebraska - Lin-
coln 
 
3. What book, movie, or show have 
you loved recently? Sunrise on the 
Reaping (new Hunger Games book) 
 
4. What’s your go-to coffee or tea 
order? Iced vanilla matcha! 
 

BONUS: Give me one interesting fact 

about yourself. I have watched the TV 

show “Friends” 17 times all the way 

through!  

Tammy Harris - Middle 

School Social Studies  

1. Where are you originally from? 

Elwood, NE 

 
2. What college did you graduate 
from? UNL, UNO, UNI 
 
3. What book, movie, or show have 
you loved recently? The Little Liar 
by Mitch Albom 
 
4. What’s your go-to coffee or tea 
order? Gold Rush Cold Brew from 
Ziggi’s Coffee! 

 

BONUS: Give me one interesting fact about yourself.  I lived in Germa-

ny for 5 years!  

Shea Spaulding - Substitute  

1. Where are you originally from? Sprague, NE 
 

2. What college did you graduate from? Uni-
versity of Nebraska - Lincoln 
 

3. What book, movie, or show have you loved 
recently? Show = Game of Thrones 

Movie = Warfare 

Book = The Outpost by Jake Tapper 
 

4. What’s your go-to coffee or tea order? Cara-
mel latte 
 

BONUS: Give me one interesting fact about 
yourself . I love sports. 

Ky’Lee Baumert - Physical Therapist  

1. Where are you 
originally from? 
Pawnee City, NE 
 

2. What college did 
you graduate from? 
I graduated from 
Wayne State Col-
lege with my bache-
lor’s degree and 
earned my Doctor 
of Physical Therapy 
from the University 
of Nebraska Medi-
cal Center. 
 

3. What book, mov-
ie, or show have 

you loved recently? The Night Agent and Lincoln 
Lawyer 
 

4. What’s your go-to coffee or tea order? My favor-
ite is a sugar-free raspberry latte with oat milk and 
The Bean Box nails it every time! 
 

BONUS: Give me one interesting fact about your-
self. We had four kids three and under—a busy, 
caffeine-fueled blur that kept us on our toes. Some-
how, we all survived. 

6th-Grade Supplies List: 
 
-1 single-subject spiral notebook 

-1 red folder 

-1 green folder 

-1 blue folder 

-1 yellow folder 

-1 black folder 

-1 folder your color/design choice 

-24-40 pack mechanical pencils 

-1 package washable markers 

-1 package-colored pencils 

-basic calculator 

-1 package Clorox wipes or 1 pack-

age multiple Clorox wipes 

-no binders 

-no toys 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 





Panther Families, 

Please help us in growing our Palmyra-Bennet-

Douglas TeamMates chapter in the 2025-2026 school 

year! We are looking for mentors who can meet with a 

teammate roughly 30 minutes a week. If you or somebody you know would be a great 

mentor to our youth, let’s connect. 

Everybody can use another trusted adult in their lives. All students grades 3-12 are 

eligible for the TeamMates program. If you would like to discuss your student having 

another positive mentor, please reach out to program coordinator, Austin Lahmon. 

Please, also consider serving on the TeamMates Board. This is an outstanding oppor-

tunity to give back to your community through TeamMates! 

BENNET CLASS LISTS  
 

TO BE POSTED: 

 

Class lists will be posted on 

the windows of the Bennet 

Elementary front door and 

the front doors at Palmyra 

High School at the  

end of July.  
















