






​Bennet Elementary - District OR-1​
​(402) 782-3535​ ​50 Dogwood St, Bennet, NE 68317    ostrander.mel@districtor1.net​

​Newsletter - April 10th, 2026​
​Arrival: 7:50-8:20​ ​Dismissal: 3:20                          Early Dismissal Days: 1:00​

​Principal’s Update​
​Summer Enrichment Program – Registration Open​

​Bennet Elementary is excited to offer a Summer Enrichment Program from June 8​
​through June 25, running Monday through Thursday from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.​

​This program is open to all District OR-1 students​​entering​​Kindergarten through 5th​
​grade for the 26-27 school year and will include engaging reading, math, and writing​
​activities designed to keep students learning in a fun and relaxed environment.​

​Cost: $75​
​Checks payable to District OR-1, Memo: Summer Enrichment​
​Families with students on an IEP or participating in the free/reduced lunch program may​
​contact the office for sliding fee options.​

​Transportation: Shuttle bus service will be available with pickup and drop-off locations in​
​Bennet, Douglas, and Palmyra.​

​Registration Deadline: Friday, May 1st​

​Please complete the Google Form to register:​
​Summer Enrichment Registration Form​

​We look forward to a great summer of learning and growth.​

​Janet’s Jungle Fundraiser Update!​

​We have already surpassed over $8,000 in sales in just one week! We still have 2 more​
​weeks of sales!​

​For those new to Bennet Elementary, Janet’s Jungle is our primary fundraiser of the​
​year. Students have the opportunity to sell a variety of plants and flowers, earning prizes​
​and fun incentives along the way by sharing with family and friends. This is a great​
​chance to purchase flowers and plants for the spring and summer season while​

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScpOi3miYdiFzBMyQgJrZgVOanRyVUUGJSYTezc3YfnNkUMNQ/viewform?usp=dialog
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​supporting our school. Proceeds from this fundraiser go directly toward funding student​
​field trips.​

​Thank you for your continued support of Bennet Elementary!​

​Preschool Open House – May 18​

​We invite families to join us for a Preschool Open House on Monday, May 18 from​
​3:30–5:30 PM at Bennet Elementary.​

​This is a great opportunity for interested families to visit our program, meet our​
​preschool staff, and connect with district administration. We’ll be available to answer​
​questions and share important information to help you feel prepared for the upcoming​
​school year. We look forward to welcoming you and your future learners!​

​Lost and Found Reminder​

​Our lost and found is overflowing! We have collected jackets, water bottles, and other​
​items over the past weeks. Please take a moment to stop by by the entryway and see if​
​anything belongs to your child. Don’t miss the chance to reunite them with their things!​

​Bus Changes​

​Due to limited bus drivers and seating, we are unable to support students riding to a​
​friend's house.  Students can be bused home according to their regular route, and we​
​are unable to provide transportation to other locations.  We will continue to have daily​
​shuttles from the elementary school and high school. Thank you for understanding.​

​Car Lane Dismissal Process​

​To keep our dismissal line safe, smooth, and efficient, please follow the expectations​
​below:​

​●​ ​Continue pulling all the way forward until you reach the front cone or the staff​
​member directing traffic.​

​●​ ​If there is a gap in the car line, please keep moving up. This helps us load more​
​students at the same time and prevents the line from backing up onto the street.​

​●​ ​Only stop directly in front of where your child is waiting​​if there is no gap in the​
​lane​​. Otherwise, continue pulling forward and your​​child will walk up to meet you.​
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​●​ ​Students will be directed to walk forward to your vehicle, which allows us to load​
​multiple cars simultaneously.​

​●​ ​Once your child is safely in the vehicle, please signal and exit the lane carefully.​

​Thank you for helping us keep dismissal running safely and efficiently for all families.​

​Dismissal Changes​

​Coordinating the dismissal plans for 350 students each day is extremely challenging​
​and time consuming for the office staff. If you have a change request, we ask that these​
​are communicated to the office by 2:00 each day. Ideally, the transportation plan is​
​consistent day to day. We understand that some days a change is needed. However,​
​receiving these requests within an hour of dismissal is a challenge for ensuring timely​
​communication to staff to ensure these students get to where they need to go. Please​
​assist in helping make this process smooth and effective.​

​Arrival Procedures​

​Students in the Rec Program may be dropped off starting at 7:00. All other students​
​should arrive no earlier than 7:50 unless they are riding the bus or attending the Rec​
​Program. The front doors will open at 7:50, and staff will begin monitoring the drop-off​
​line at that time. Students dropped off before 7:50 will be unsupervised and the doors​
​will be locked.Breakfast will be served from 7:50 to 8:20 daily. During arrival, students​
​will gather in the Bennet Commons until 8:20 and then be escorted to classrooms. The​
​school day starts at 8:20, and the tardy bell rings at 8:25.​

​If you are dropping a student off to ride the morning bus shuttles to PHS and have​
​elementary students with them, we cannot provide supervision for students prior to 7:30.​
​Please have students wait in the car until this time as the buses do not arrive until 7:30.​

​Parent Drop Off and Pickup Procedures​

​A few reminders that I would like to share to help everyone get in and out quickly:​
​●​ ​Please have students enter and exit your vehicle on the passenger side of your​

​vehicle. The drop off lane is extremely effective and the safety of your student is​
​our top priority. By doing this, we can ensure that students are not in zones of​
​traffic and are not in harm's way.​

​●​ ​If you are using the parent drop/pick up lanes, please stay in your vehicles. If you​
​would like to park and walk up, please utilize the parking spaces in the interior of​
​the parent pickup/dropoff lane.​
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​●​ ​In the afternoon​​only​​, Kindergarten parents may utilize the bus drop off lane for​
​pickup for Kindergarten students and older siblings. Grades 1-5 will continue to​
​use the primary pickup/dropoff lane. Teachers have now been assigned zones to​
​help aid in the location of your students to help you get in and out quickly.​

​Upcoming Events​
​●​ ​April 14th- No School- Teacher PD/ Mudecas Quiz Bowl​
​●​ ​April 17th- First Grade Field Trip​
​●​ ​May 1st- Kindergarten Roundup (No School for Current Kindergarteners)​
​●​ ​May 7th- 4th Grade Field Trip (Maibaum)​
​●​ ​May 11th- 4th Grade Field Trip (Dowding)​
​●​ ​May 12th- 4th Grade Field Trip (Sullivan)​
​●​ ​May 13th- Fifth Grade Field Trip​
​●​ ​May 15th- K-5 Track and Field Day @ Olson Complex- 9-2​
​●​ ​May 18th- Fifth Grade Graduation @ PHS West Gym- 1:30-2:30​
​●​ ​May 19th- Last Day of School K-5​
​●​ ​June 8th-25th- Summer Enrichment​

​PowerSchool​

​Please check PowerSchool to view grades, missing assignments, and lunch balances. If​
​you need to set up your account, please call Melissa in the office.​

​District Calendar​

​25-26 District Calendar​

​26-27 District Calendar​

​Transportation​

​If you have any questions regarding busing, please contact Cathy Fick at 402-540-2879.​

​School Directory​

​The Bennet Boosters have compiled a​​school directory​​for families.​

https://www.districtor1.org/vimages/shared/vnews/stories/4fce2491a575e/2025-2026%20Calendar.Updated%20September%2017th%2C%202025.%20Activity%20Revisions.%20Board%20Approved%20September%2017.2025%20%20-%20Calendar%20Updated%20and%20Board%20Approved_%20September%2017th%2C%202025.pdf
https://www.districtor1.org/vimages/shared/vnews/stories/4fce2491a575e/2026-2027%20School%20District%20Calendar.Board%20Approved.1.12.2026%20-%202026-2027%20Calendar.%20Board%20Approved.1.12.2026%20%20%282%29.pdf
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1PQXpXU_4M7WpylWZqnHLpDlDfitM6gMd/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=105742619647428508019&rtpof=true&sd=true
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​Standard Response Protocol​
​Bennet Elementary’s adoption of the Standard Response Protocol (SRP) provides a​
​standardized approach to managing various events, both threatening and​
​non-threatening, that may happen in or around our school.​

​These protocols provide actions for the following situations:​
​● Hold (stay in classrooms due to a non-threatening event)​
​● Secure (danger is outside the school)​
​● Lockdown (danger is inside the school)​
​● Evacuate (leave the school building, often referred to as fire drill)​
​● Shelter (tornado or severe weather)​



  

Palmyra High School 
Blood Drive 
Held on the Bloodmobile  
 
 
 
 

Wednesday, April 15 
10:00AM – 2:00PM 
 
 
 

Appointments Recommended 
Visit ncbb.org/searchdrives 
Use sponsor code: PHS 
You can also scan the QR code 
to access the schedule 
Or call 402.486.9414 
For questions, Contact Ms. Beach 
 

 

 

 

Are you 16 years old?  
Please have your parent 

permission form complete &  
with you at donation 

 (Must be completed each time 
you donate while you are 16) 

 



  
PATHFINDER 
TRAFFIC SAFETY 
SERVICE 
 
 

Teen Driver Education  

PROVISIONAL 
OPERATOR’S PERMIT 
PROGRAM (POP) 
20 hours hybrid course work: 
10 hours online course work 
10 hours in the classroom 
 
5 hours behind the wheel training 
with an instructor 

 

 

 

 

WHEN: 
JUNE 9TH AND 
JUNE 10TH,  2026 
12:00 PM- 5:00 
PM 

WHERE: 
PALMYRA HIGH 
SCHOOL  
425 F ST.  
PALMYRA, NE  

TUITION 
$425 
 

GO TO: 
pathfindertss.org 
 

REGISTER 
FOR: 
Palmyra 
 
Contact:  
Liz Cunningham 
402-719-5481 or at  
pathfindertss@gmail
.com 

 



Palmyra Music & Drama Departments 
Proudly Present

Palmyra Music & Drama Departments 
Proudly Present

April 10  & 11  2026th th,

at 6:30 pm
April 12  at 2:00 pmth

Palmyra High School - west gym
 

Tickets are $5 at the door

Cupcakes, flowers, basket raffle tickets
are available for purchase.
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