






Bennet Elementary - District OR-1
(402) 782-3535 50 Dogwood St, Bennet, NE 68317

Newsletter - December 13th, 2024
Arrival 7:55-8:25 Dismissal 3:20 Early Dismissal Days 1:00

Principal’s Update

New Secretary Starting Jan. 7th

Starting next semester, Kristi Norman will be moving to the high school secretary position while

Jane Powell will be moving to a new role within the district office. We are excited to announce

that Melissa Ostrander will be taking Kristi’s place and has been training the past few weeks.

You may have seen or talked to Melissa already. Starting next week, please begin directing

emails to Melissa at ostrander.mel@districtor1.net. We would like to thank Kristi for all her hard

work at Bennet Elementary and look forward to her next role within District OR-1.

Fall Preschool Enrollment

The Little Panther Preschool is currently taking registrations for children who are interested in

preschool for the fall of 2025. Please call the Bennet office to place your child’s name on the list.

Community Child Care Survey

We're excited to announce a Community Child Care survey to address the childcare needs in

the District OR-1 community! This survey will help us assess the demand for early childhood

services and work toward creating a local early childhood center while supporting current

providers. The survey collects individual responses (not households), so please share it with

spouses, friends, and family—more responses mean a stronger case for funding and resources.

Addressing early childhood needs strengthens our entire community, and your input is vital. The

survey is open now through Friday, January 10th. Take the first step toward positive change by

participating today!

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/C8VJGPF

mailto:ostrander.mel@districtor1.net
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Upcoming Events

● Dec. 16th-20th- Holiday Spirit Week
○ Monday- Dress like your favorite holiday character
○ Tuesday- Dress like an elf day
○ Wednesday- Holiday accessories head to toe
○ Thursday- Festive Day (Wear red and green or a holiday Sweater)
○ Friday- Holiday pajama day

● Dec. 20th- 1:00 Early Dismissal/ End of First Semester
● Dec. 21st- Jan. 6th- No School/ Winter Break
● Jan. 7th- First Day of School for Second Semester
● Jan. 14th- Bennet Boosters Meeting
● Jan. 20th- No School- Martin Luther King Jr. Day
● Feb. 4th- Early Dismissal- 1:00
● Feb. 4th- Parent Teacher Conferences- 2:00-8:00
● Feb. 5th- No School- Teacher In-Service Day
● Feb 14th- No School- Winter Break
● Feb 17th- No School- Winter Break
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Student Council Candy Cane Sales



Bennet Elementary - District OR-1
(402) 782-3535 50 Dogwood St, Bennet, NE 68317



Bennet Elementary - District OR-1
(402) 782-3535 50 Dogwood St, Bennet, NE 68317



Bennet Elementary - District OR-1
(402) 782-3535 50 Dogwood St, Bennet, NE 68317

Standard Response Protocol
Bennet Elementary’s adoption of the Standard Response Protocol (SRP) provides a
standardized approach to managing various events, both threatening and
non-threatening, that may happen in or around our school.

These protocols provide actions for the following situations:
● Lockout (danger is outside the school)
● Lockdown (danger is inside the school)
● Evacuate (leave the school building, such as a fire)
● Shelter (tornado or severe weather)
● Hold (stay in classrooms due to a non-threatening event outside the classroom)
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Student Directory Link

Arrival and Dismissal Procedures
A few reminders that I would like to share to help everyone get in and out quickly:

● Please have students enter and exit your vehicle on the passenger side of your
vehicle. The drop off lane is extremely effective and the safety of your student is
our priority. By doing this, we can ensure that students are not in zones of traffic
and are not in harm's way.

● If you are using the parent drop/pick up lanes, please stay in your vehicles. If you
would like to park and walk up, please utilize the parking spaces in the interior of
the parent pickup/dropoff lane.

● In the afternoon only, Kindergarten parents may utilize the bus drop off lane for
pickup for Kindergarten students and older siblings. Grades 1-5 will continue to
use the primary pickup/dropoff lane. Teachers have now been assigned zones to
help aid in the location of your students to help you get in and out quickly.

● For preschool students, we have begun a student drop-off zone similar to the
primary drop-off lane. If you would like to stay in your vehicle, a staff member will
assist with getting your student out of the vehicle.

Arrival Times
Students that are participating in the Rec program can be dropped off starting at 7:00.
All other students can arrive no earlier than 7:50 unless they are utilizing school bussing
or the Rec Program. School starts at 8:20 and the tardy bell rings at 8:30. Breakfast
begins at 7:50 and ends at 8:20.

PowerSchool
Please check PowerSchool to view grades, missing assignments, and lunch balances. If
you need to set up your account, please call Kristi in the office.

District Calendar
24-25 District Calendar

Transportation:
If you have any questions regarding bussing, please contact Cathy Fick at 402-540-2879.

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1mu__YWPiBGy0GSbLuJAJ-hIq2VjWXm3U/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=108801497940244131822&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://www.districtor1.org/vimages/shared/vnews/stories/4fce2491a575e/District%20Calendar%202024-2025.%20Final.%20Updated.%20June.%20Board%20Approved.%20July%2011.2024%20-%2024-25%20Draft%20Calendar%208_12%20Start%20%281%29.jpg












2024-25 Yearbook Purchase 
Agreement

Remember the school year by purchasing a 2024-25 yearbook for 
$40.  Prices will go up February 13th to $50, so grab one now.                          

Use the purchase agreement below or go online @ 
https://yearbookforever.com/

_____________________      _______________________

Last Name First Name

_____________ _____________

# of Yearbooks Total  (check or cash)

*All orders must be pre-paid .  

____________________________

Address (if an out-going senior and not picking up yearbook)

_______________         _______________
City Zip Code 

__________________________
E-mail to contact you when yearbook arrives.

Purchase yours today 
and get a piece of 

history!

Return to the office with payment if using this document.  

Prices will go up on 
February 13th.

https://yearbookforever.com/
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