














Bennet Elementary - District OR-1         
(402) 782-3535​ 50 Dogwood St, Bennet, NE 68317    ostrander.mel@districtor1.net 
 

Newsletter - February 21st, 2025 
 

Arrival 7:55-8:25​ ​                  Dismissal 3:20​ ​      Early Dismissal Days 1:00 
 

Principal’s Update 
 

Caring Project 

This year the 5th grade student council has decided to organize our annual Caring Project for a 

local NICU. Students will bring home information next week on the caring project which will run 

February 17-28. The student council has put this fundraiser together and has various goals they 

are hoping to achieve. Whole school incentives and goals are listed below: 

 

$100 - PJ Day 

$200 - Extra 15 minute recess 

$300 - Special drink/snack day 

$400 - Movie day 

Let’s show that our District OR-1 communities can come together to create positive impacts for 

those around us! 

 

Bus Changes 

Please notify Cathy Fick and CC our secretary, Melissa Ostrander, for any changes for bus 

riding plans. If students are not riding in the morning, please let Cathy know.  

 

Arrival/ Dismissal Changes 

Please make sure to direct all changes for arrival and dismissal to Melissa Ostrander 

(ostrander.mel@districtor1.net) or call the Bennet office. Please direct all change 

communications to the front office and we will direct this information out to teachers. Please do 

not contact the teachers regarding dismissal plans unless the secretary is included on this. 

Band app is not the optimal place for these communications. Your cooperation is appreciated. 
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Kindergarten Roundup 

Please mark your calendars for Kindergarten Round Up 2025 on Friday, May 2nd! If you have 

an upcoming Kindergarten student or know of a family that has a child nearing Kindergarten 

age, please call the office and provide information about your child so we can prepare for their 

attendance. The parent meeting will be held on this same morning at 9:00. Student dropoff will 

begin at 8:50 and the parent meeting will begin at 9:00 while students attend Kindergarten 

roundup. Both the students and parents will conclude at approximately 11:00. 

 

Preschool Enrollment 

Please call the office if you intend to put your name on the enrollment waitlist for your child to 

attend preschool for the 2025-2026 school year. We are in the process of determining needs for 

our classes for next year.  

 
 
Upcoming Events 

●​ March 6th- Family Reading Night/ Scholastic Book Fair 
●​ March 7th- No School- Spring Break 
●​ March 14th- No School- Spring Break 
●​ March 31st- No School- Teacher In Service 
●​ May 2nd- Kindergarten Round Up & Parent Meeting- 9:00-11:00 a.m. 
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Standard Response Protocol 
Bennet Elementary’s adoption of the Standard Response Protocol (SRP) provides a 
standardized approach to managing various events, both threatening and 
non-threatening, that may happen in or around our school. 
 
These protocols provide actions for the following situations: 
● Lockout (danger is outside the school) 
● Lockdown (danger is inside the school) 
● Evacuate (leave the school building, such as a fire) 
● Shelter (tornado or severe weather) 
● Hold (stay in classrooms due to a non-threatening event outside the classroom) 
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Student Directory Link 
 
Arrival and Dismissal Procedures 
A few reminders that I would like to share to help everyone get in and out quickly: 

●​ Please have students enter and exit your vehicle on the passenger side of your 
vehicle. The drop off lane is extremely effective and the safety of your student is 
our top priority. By doing this, we can ensure that students are not in zones of 
traffic and are not in harm's way.  

●​ If you are using the parent drop/pick up lanes, please stay in your vehicles. If you 
would like to park and walk up, please utilize the parking spaces in the interior of 
the parent pickup/dropoff lane.  

●​ In the afternoon only, Kindergarten parents may utilize the bus drop off lane for 
pickup for Kindergarten students and older siblings. Grades 1-5 will continue to 
use the primary pickup/dropoff lane. Teachers have now been assigned zones to 
help aid in the location of your students to help you get in and out quickly.  

●​ For preschool students, we have begun a student drop-off zone similar to the 
primary drop-off lane. If you would like to stay in your vehicle, a staff member will 
assist with getting your student out of the vehicle. 

 
Arrival Times 
Students that are participating in the Rec program can be dropped off starting at 7:00. 
All other students can arrive no earlier than 7:50 unless they are utilizing school busing 
or the Rec Program. School starts at 8:20 and the tardy bell rings at 8:30. Breakfast 
begins at 7:50 and ends at 8:20. 
 
PowerSchool  
Please check PowerSchool to view grades, missing assignments, and lunch balances. If 
you need to set up your account, please call Kristi in the office. 
 
District Calendar 
24-25 District Calendar  
 
Transportation: 
If you have any questions regarding bussing, please contact Cathy Fick at 
402-540-2879.  
 
 

 

 

 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1mu__YWPiBGy0GSbLuJAJ-hIq2VjWXm3U/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=108801497940244131822&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://www.districtor1.org/vimages/shared/vnews/stories/4fce2491a575e/District%20Calendar%202024-2025.%20Final.%20Updated.%20June.%20Board%20Approved.%20July%2011.2024%20-%2024-25%20Draft%20Calendar%208_12%20Start%20%281%29.jpg






 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FUNDRAISER 
Join us at the  

84th and Nebraska Pkwy Taco Inn 

Wednesday February 26th  

20% of  all sales that mention 
Palmyra High School 

from 5-8 pm will be donated. 
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