






​Bennet Elementary - District OR-1​
​(402) 782-3535​ ​50 Dogwood St, Bennet, NE 68317    ostrander.mel@districtor1.net​

​Newsletter - Feb 27th, 2026​
​Arrival: 7:50-8:20​ ​Dismissal: 3:20                          Early Dismissal Days: 1:00​

​Principal’s Update​

​Read Across America Week​

​Next week is Read Across America Week! Check out the dress-up days below!​

​Caffeinated Beverages​

​At Bennet Elementary, we do not allow caffeinated beverages to be consumed at​
​school. This includes during arrival, and during our lunch time if your child brings a cold​
​lunch. Thank you for your understanding of this policy.​

​Kindergarten Roundup​

​Please mark your calendars for Kindergarten Round Up 2026 on Friday, May 1st! If you​
​have an upcoming Kindergarten student, please call the office and provide information​
​about your child so we can prepare for their attendance.​

​Preschool Enrollment​

​If you are interested in the Little Panther Preschool program for next year, please take a​
​moment to complete this​​Google Form​​to add your child’s​​name to the enrollment​
​waitlist for the 2026–2027 school year. Submitting this form helps us better understand​
​family interest as we plan class sizes, staffing, and program needs for the upcoming​
​year. Completing the form does not guarantee enrollment, but it is an important first step​
​in our planning process. Thank you for your interest in Little Panther Preschool, we​
​appreciate your time and look forward to connecting with you as plans for next year take​
​shape.​

​Attendance Notification Information​

​Nebraska state law requires schools to send attendance notification letters when a​
​student reaches 5, 10, 15, and 20 total days absent during the school year. The purpose​
​of these letters is to keep families informed of their student’s current attendance total​
​and to support regular school attendance. Our goal is to help all students remain below​

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfc0yyYmoNmovYY1O2JqVK-3W4Qcd5QrhoTvfI1pTwigNcH0A/viewform?usp=dialog
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​20 total absences, as students who reach 20 or more days absent are considered​
​chronically absent by the State of Nebraska. We understand that there may be​
​extenuating circumstances that contribute to student absences, and these letters are​
​not meant to be punitive. Rather, they serve as a notification and an opportunity to​
​communicate, provide support, and work together to promote student success.​

​Special Education Parent Survey​

​The Nebraska Department of Education is inviting parents of students who are age 3-21​
​and currently receiving special education services to take part in a parent survey for​
​District OR-1. This survey is confidential and will be used to facilitate improving services​
​for students with disabilities. This survey link is open until April 27, 2026. If you have​
​questions please contact Linde Walter at walter.lin@districtor1.net. Thank you for your​
​time.​
​Parent Survey Link District OR1​

​Lost and Found Reminder​

​Our lost and found is overflowing! We have collected jackets, water bottles, and other​
​items over the past weeks. Please take a moment to stop by by the entryway and see if​
​anything belongs to your child. Don’t miss the chance to reunite them with their things!​

​Bus Changes​

​Due to limited bus drivers and seating, we are unable to support students riding to a​
​friend's house.  Students can be bused home according to their regular route, and we​
​are unable to provide transportation to other locations.  We will continue to have daily​
​shuttles from the elementary school and high school. Thank you for understanding.​

​Car Lane Dismissal Process​

​To keep our dismissal line safe, smooth, and efficient, please follow the expectations​
​below:​

​●​ ​Continue pulling all the way forward until you reach the front cone or the staff​
​member directing traffic.​

​●​ ​If there is a gap in the car line, please keep moving up. This helps us load more​
​students at the same time and prevents the line from backing up onto the street.​

https://qpro.io/C67bzZpu0hX
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​●​ ​Only stop directly in front of where your child is waiting​​if there is no gap in the​
​lane​​. Otherwise, continue pulling forward and your child will walk up to meet you.​

​●​ ​Students will be directed to walk forward to your vehicle, which allows us to load​
​multiple cars simultaneously.​

​●​ ​Once your child is safely in the vehicle, please signal and exit the lane carefully.​

​Thank you for helping us keep dismissal running safely and efficiently for all families.​

​Dismissal Changes​

​Coordinating the dismissal plans for 350 students each day is extremely challenging​
​and time consuming for the office staff. If you have a change request, we ask that these​
​are communicated to the office by 2:00 each day. Ideally, the transportation plan is​
​consistent day to day. We understand that some days a change is needed. However,​
​receiving these requests within an hour of dismissal is a challenge for ensuring timely​
​communication to staff to ensure these students get to where they need to go. Please​
​assist in helping make this process smooth and effective.​

​Arrival Procedures​

​Students in the Rec Program may be dropped off starting at 7:00. All other students​
​should arrive no earlier than 7:50 unless they are riding the bus or attending the Rec​
​Program. The front doors will open at 7:50, and staff will begin monitoring the drop-off​
​line at that time. Students dropped off before 7:50 will be unsupervised and the doors​
​will be locked.Breakfast will be served from 7:50 to 8:20 daily. During arrival, students​
​will gather in the Bennet Commons until 8:20 and then be escorted to classrooms. The​
​school day starts at 8:20, and the tardy bell rings at 8:25.​

​If you are dropping a student off to ride the morning bus shuttles to PHS and have​
​elementary students with them, we cannot provide supervision for students prior to 7:30.​
​Please have students wait in the car until this time as the buses do not arrive until 7:30.​

​Parent Drop Off and Pickup Procedures​

​A few reminders that I would like to share to help everyone get in and out quickly:​
​●​ ​Please have students enter and exit your vehicle on the passenger side of your​

​vehicle. The drop off lane is extremely effective and the safety of your student is​
​our top priority. By doing this, we can ensure that students are not in zones of​
​traffic and are not in harm's way.​
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​●​ ​If you are using the parent drop/pick up lanes, please stay in your vehicles. If you​
​would like to park and walk up, please utilize the parking spaces in the interior of​
​the parent pickup/dropoff lane.​

​●​ ​In the afternoon​​only​​, Kindergarten parents may utilize​​the bus drop off lane for​
​pickup for Kindergarten students and older siblings. Grades 1-5 will continue to​
​use the primary pickup/dropoff lane. Teachers have now been assigned zones to​
​help aid in the location of your students to help you get in and out quickly.​

​Upcoming Events​
​●​ ​March 2-5- Read Across America Week​

​○​ ​Monday- Pajama Day​
​○​ ​Tuesday- Crocs, Socks, and Birkenstocks Day​
​○​ ​Wednesday- Wear Wacky Clothes Day​
​○​ ​Thursday- Wear Red, White, and a Hat Day​

​●​ ​March 6- No School​
​●​ ​March 11- Third Grade Field Trip​
​●​ ​March 12-13- No School​
​●​ ​April 2-6- No School​
​●​ ​April 14- No School- Teacher Professional Development​
​●​ ​April 17- First Grade Field Trip​
​●​ ​May 1st- Kindergarten Roundup (No School for Current Kindergarteners)​

​PowerSchool​

​Please check PowerSchool to view grades, missing assignments, and lunch balances. If​
​you need to set up your account, please call Melissa in the office.​

​District Calendar​

​25-26 District Calendar​

​26-27 District Calendar​

​Transportation​

​If you have any questions regarding busing, please contact Cathy Fick at 402-540-2879.​

​School Directory​

​The Bennet Boosters have compiled a​​school directory​​for families.​

https://www.districtor1.org/vimages/shared/vnews/stories/4fce2491a575e/2025-2026%20Calendar.Updated%20September%2017th%2C%202025.%20Activity%20Revisions.%20Board%20Approved%20September%2017.2025%20%20-%20Calendar%20Updated%20and%20Board%20Approved_%20September%2017th%2C%202025.pdf
https://www.districtor1.org/vimages/shared/vnews/stories/4fce2491a575e/2026-2027%20School%20District%20Calendar.Board%20Approved.1.12.2026%20-%202026-2027%20Calendar.%20Board%20Approved.1.12.2026%20%20%282%29.pdf
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1PQXpXU_4M7WpylWZqnHLpDlDfitM6gMd/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=105742619647428508019&rtpof=true&sd=true
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​Standard Response Protocol​
​Bennet Elementary’s adoption of the Standard Response Protocol (SRP) provides a​
​standardized approach to managing various events, both threatening and​
​non-threatening, that may happen in or around our school.​

​These protocols provide actions for the following situations:​
​● Hold (stay in classrooms due to a non-threatening event)​
​● Secure (danger is outside the school)​
​● Lockdown (danger is inside the school)​
​● Evacuate (leave the school building, often referred to as fire drill)​
​● Shelter (tornado or severe weather)​





Thank you so much for your support!

THANK YOU TO OUR AMAZING CTE TEACHERS!

Career and Technical Education (CTE) Month, celebrated each February, is
a public awareness campaign to highlight the value of CTE programs. It
focuses on fostering career readiness for students of all ages through
hands-on learning, industry partnerships, and skills training for high-

demand jobs. 

HAPPY 
CTE MONTH!

1
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What is CTE?

The CTE Newsletter

What is CTE? Career and Technical
Education (CTE) programs give
students the chance to explore
real-world skills that prepare
them for both college and future
careers. CTE connects classroom
learning with hands-on
experiences in areas such as
Family and Consumer Sciences,
Agriculture, Business, Skilled &
Technical Sciences, and more.
These courses help students build
valuable life skills like
communication, teamwork,
problem-solving, and leadership,
all while exploring possible career
paths.

To help highlight the amazing things happening in our CTE classrooms, we will be sharing a
monthly CTE newsletter with our school community. Each month, we’ll showcase projects, events,
and learning experiences that our students are involved in. This is a great way to celebrate
student success while keeping families and community members connected to the learning
happening every day. We are excited to share the incredible opportunities CTE provides for our
students! 
The Palmyra CTE Teachers are: Ag - Mrs. Beach; Digital Communications - Mr. Conn & Mrs. Gill;
FCS - Mrs. Paxton; STS: Mr. Fritsch
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AGRICULTURE 
Happy CTE month! February is a very busy and exciting month, full of things happening
inside and outside the classroom. We have had numerous guest speakers in all our
classes this month, teaching students about different careers, livestock management
systems and floriculture techniques. 7th graders finished up their Intro to Ag Unit and
are starting the FFA History unit where students will learn all the ins and outs of FFA and
the history of the organization. 8th grade is in our Discover Nebraska unit where we are
currently learning about the affects the environment has on the agriculture industry and
the importance of soil quality. With this, we also dug into irrigation management where
students made their own pivots/drip systems. Ag Business is learning about different
ways to manage and start a business and how profit/outcomes impact decision making.
Intro to AFNR finished their career portfolios and are now learning about different
contests/opportunities offered in FFA and have done some hands-on activities they
might see in different contests at the state level. Livestock Management students have
been learning about livestock identification and practicing ways we ID such as tattoos,
ear tags and branding. All classes have been helping with our aquaponic grow towers
and incubating eggs which will hatch in March! 

Sydney Weston & JasonPivot/Drip Systems



FAMILY & CONSUMER SCIENCES
February was an exciting month in Family and
Consumer Sciences as we celebrated CTE
Month and highlighted the real-world skills
students are building every day!

Our FCS 7 students are wrapping up their
Careers Unit by researching a career of their
choice. Throughout this project, students are
exploring education requirements, salary
ranges, job outlook, and necessary skills for
their selected career paths. To deepen their
understanding, we welcomed a high school
guest teacher who shared information about
the Nebraska Career Clusters and how
students can begin exploring these pathways
in high school. This connection helped
students see how their interests today can
shape future opportunities tomorrow.

In FCS 8, students recently completed their
creative shoebox room design projects, where
they applied principles of interior design in a
hands-on way. After wrapping up that unit,
students transitioned into our sewing and
textiles unit. They are currently learning how
to safely and properly use a sewing machine,
and their first project will be creating a
pillowcase. This foundational project helps
students build confidence while learning
essential construction and fabric-handling
skills.

Our Culinary classes had a sweet month!
We welcomed Traci from WildFlour Bakery,
who demonstrated professional
techniques for decorating Valentine’s Day
cookies. Students practiced flooding,
detailing, and presentation skills while
learning about careers in the baking and
pastry industry. To wrap up our dessert
unit, students put their creativity to the
test by baking, assembling, and decorating
their own layered cakes. From smooth
frosting finishes to intricate designs,
students showcased both technical skills
and artistic flair.

CTE Month has been a wonderful
opportunity to celebrate the hands-on
learning, career exploration, and life skills
that Family and Consumer Sciences
provides. We are proud of our students’
hard work and growth as they continue
building skills that will serve them in
school, careers, and beyond!

FEB 2026

Andyn

Malorie & HopeKadin, Ella, Selisha, &
Braelyn

Reece’s Shoebox Room

Narissa
Ella’s Shoebox Room
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Our 7th Grade Intro to STS students recently
completed their balsa wood bridge
engineering project. Students learned about
structural design, load distribution, tension,
and compression while carefully planning
and constructing their bridges. After building,
each bridge was tested to failure to
determine overall efficiency — measuring
how much weight it could support compared
to its own mass. This project helped students
understand real-world engineering principles
while encouraging problem-solving, critical
thinking, and teamwork

The 8th Grade Intro to STS class is currently
building birdhouses that they first designed
using SketchUp for Schools. Students created
detailed digital models complete with
measurements and structural planning
before transitioning to the shop. This project
strengthens their understanding of
computer-aided design (CAD), measurement
accuracy, tool safety, and proper assembly
techniques. It’s a great blend of technology
and hands-on construction skills.

Welding students are fabricating
marshmallow fire pits, putting their layout,
cutting, fitting, and welding skills to the test.
Students are reading plans, preparing
materials, and practicing strong, clean welds
to ensure both function and durability. This
project allows them to apply fabrication
concepts while creating something practical
and fun.  

SKILLED & TECHNICAL SCIENCES

In Woodworking, students are creating
projects from scrap wood and building
nightstands from start to finish. They are
focusing on precision measuring, cutting
accuracy, proper joinery, sanding
techniques, and final assembly. As they
bring their projects together, students are
developing craftsmanship skills, attention to
detail, and pride in producing a finished
product they can take home.

Intro to STS students are rebuilding
lawnmowers, gaining valuable experience in
small engine repair and maintenance. They
are diagnosing mechanical issues,
disassembling components, cleaning and
replacing worn parts, and reassembling
engines to proper working condition. Once
completed, these refurbished mowers will
be prepared for sale — giving students real-
world experience in mechanical repair,
responsibility, and entrepreneurship.

Great things continue to happen in STS as
students build skills that prepare them for
future careers and real-world problem
solving!

Grady

Tate & Paxtons
Bridge Test

Piper & BraelynJoe



Last Thursday, 8th grade art students teamed up with the Video Production class for an
exciting three-hour stop motion workshop. The collaborative session gave students the
opportunity to combine creativity and technology as they worked together to plan,
design, and film their own short stop motion movies.

Throughout the workshop, eighth graders used their artistic skills to create characters,
props, and backgrounds in art class prior to the workshop, while they learned the
technical side of capturing frame-by-frame footage with an upper classman in Video
Production. Technology students helped guide the process, sharing tips on camera
setup, lighting, and editing to bring each project to life. Titles, music, and hundreds (and
I do mean hundreds) of photos were added to Premiere Pro to create some very fun
and creative videos. 

The commons and lab were filled with creativity, teamwork, and problem-solving as
students adjusted tiny movements, reviewed photos and clips, and refined their
scenes. By the end of the workshop, each group had created several unique stop
motion films, showcasing both artistic imagination and digital storytelling skills. It was a
great example of an afternoon of collaboration across classes and a hands-on learning
experience students won’t soon forget.

To view students' projects, please visit the following link https://youtu.be/N7Rhsr20AdU
on YouTube, as well as other video projects shared throughout the school year.

FEB 2026

VIDEO AND MEDIA PRODUCTION 

Logan, Selisha, Hayden &
Trinity

Kylie &

Apollo, Walter, Makenzie, &
Gannon

Selisha, Ellie, Trevor, &
Logan

https://youtu.be/N7Rhsr20AdU


PHS business students attended the 53rd annual Peru State Business contest on
Wednesday, February 11, 2026. Those students who attended are as follows:

Ayden King, Gannon Hubbard, Gideon Sizer, Grace Bogart, Kaden Moody, Madeline
Wood, Micah Hathaway, Owen Reed, Sofia Gartzke, Sydney Wood, Taryn Moyer, and
Weston Gee

At this contest, students get a chance to showcase the knowledge and skills they have
acquired throughout the year by taking objective tests in a variety of business and
technology categories. The competition can be tough as there are more than 25 schools
in attendance with some competitions having more than 60 competitors. If you place in
the top three, you receive a medal and you get to go up on stage. If you get 1st Place in
a contest, you also receive a $500 scholarship to Peru State College. This year we were
able to bring home 7 medals. Those medalists include: Gideon Sizer – 1st Place in
Computer Concepts and 2nd Place in Word Processing, Grace Bogart – 3rd Place in Web
Page Design, Kaden Moody – 1st Place in Entrepreneurship and 1st Place in Marketing,
Micah Hathaway – 2nd Place in Marketing, and Taryn Moyer – 2nd Place in Computer
Concepts.

FEB 2026

PERU STATE BUSINESS DAY

Owen, Gannon, Weston, Ayden, Grace, Kaden,
Sydney, Maddie, Sofia, Taryn, Gideon & Micah

Grace, Kaden, Taryn, Gideon, & Micah
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