






​Bennet Elementary - District OR-1​
​(402) 782-3535​ ​50 Dogwood St, Bennet, NE 68317    ostrander.mel@districtor1.net​

​Newsletter - Oct 31st, 2025​
​Arrival 7:50-8:20​ ​Dismissal 3:20​ ​Early Dismissal Days 1:00​

​Principal’s Update​

​Winter Weather Clothing​

​As we transition from fall to winter weather, please help your child come to school​
​prepared for the day’s temperatures. Students go outside for recess as long as the​
​weather allows, so be sure they have appropriate jackets, hats, and gloves when​
​needed. Guidance for jackets and recess wear as well as indoor recess can be found​
​below. We strongly recommend labeling your child’s jackets and coats with their name.​
​This helps ensure that their items are returned to them instead of sitting unclaimed in​
​the lost and found. Our lost and found is located by the entryway. Please take a moment​
​to visit the lost and found if your child is missing any items.​

​Last Call for Student Directory Submissions​

​Our Bennet Boosters are putting together this year’s Student Directory! If you haven’t​
​yet completed the form, please take a quick moment to do so by Monday, November 3.​
​Participation is completely voluntary, and the information shared will be used solely for​
​the purpose of the school directory. You can submit your information here:​
​Student Directory Form​

​Thank you to our Boosters for organizing this great resource for our Bennet families!​

​Dismissal Changes​

​Coordinating the dismissal plans for 350 students each day is extremely challenging​
​and time consuming for the office staff. If you have a change request, we ask that these​
​are communicated to the office by 2:00 each day. Ideally, the transportation plan is​
​consistent day to day. We understand that some days a change is needed. However,​
​receiving these requests within an hour of dismissal is a challenge for ensuring timely​
​communication to staff to ensure these students get to where they need to go. Please​
​assist in helping make this process smooth and effective.​

https://forms.gle/SZuJJoGNQxqA46Zx8
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​Bus Changes​

​Due to limited bus drivers and seating, we are unable to support students riding to a​
​friend's house.  Students can be bused home according to their regular route, and we​
​are unable to provide transportation to other locations.  We will continue to have daily​
​shuttles from the elementary school and high school. Thank you for understanding.​

​Arrival Procedures​

​Students in the Rec Program may be dropped off starting at 7:00. All other students​
​should arrive no earlier than 7:50 unless they are riding the bus or attending the Rec​
​Program. The front doors will open at 7:50, and staff will begin monitoring the drop-off​
​line at that time. Students dropped off before 7:50 will be unsupervised and the doors​
​will be locked.Breakfast will be served from 7:50 to 8:20 daily. During arrival, students​
​will gather in the Bennet Commons until 8:20 and then be escorted to classrooms. The​
​school day starts at 8:20, and the tardy bell rings at 8:25.​

​If you are dropping a student off to ride the morning bus shuttles to PHS and have​
​elementary students with them, we cannot provide supervision for students prior to 7:30.​
​Please have students wait in the car until this time as the buses do not arrive until 7:30.​

​Parent Drop Off and Pickup Procedures​

​A few reminders that I would like to share to help everyone get in and out quickly:​
​●​ ​Please have students enter and exit your vehicle on the passenger side of your​

​vehicle. The drop off lane is extremely effective and the safety of your student is​
​our top priority. By doing this, we can ensure that students are not in zones of​
​traffic and are not in harm's way.​

​●​ ​If you are using the parent drop/pick up lanes, please stay in your vehicles. If you​
​would like to park and walk up, please utilize the parking spaces in the interior of​
​the parent pickup/dropoff lane.​

​●​ ​In the afternoon​​only​​, Kindergarten parents may utilize​​the bus drop off lane for​
​pickup for Kindergarten students and older siblings. Grades 1-5 will continue to​
​use the primary pickup/dropoff lane. Teachers have now been assigned zones to​
​help aid in the location of your students to help you get in and out quickly.​
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​Upcoming Events​
​●​ ​Nov 18- No School- ECNC One Act​
​●​ ​Nov 25- Potential Early Out/ 1:00 Dismissal- Thanksgiving Food Drive​
​●​ ​Nov 26-28- No School- Thanksgiving Break​
​●​ ​Dec 19- Early Dismissal- 1:00​

​PowerSchool​
​Please check PowerSchool to view grades, missing assignments, and lunch balances. If​
​you need to set up your account, please call Melissa in the office.​

​District Calendar​
​25-26 District Calendar​

​Transportation​
​If you have any questions regarding busing, please contact Cathy Fick at 402-540-2879.​

https://www.districtor1.org/vimages/shared/vnews/stories/4fce2491a575e/2025-2026%20Calendar.Updated%20September%2017th%2C%202025.%20Activity%20Revisions.%20Board%20Approved%20September%2017.2025%20%20-%20Calendar%20Updated%20and%20Board%20Approved_%20September%2017th%2C%202025.pdf
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​Standard Response Protocol​
​Bennet Elementary’s adoption of the Standard Response Protocol (SRP) provides a​
​standardized approach to managing various events, both threatening and​
​non-threatening, that may happen in or around our school.​

​These protocols provide actions for the following situations:​
​● Hold (stay in classrooms due to a non-threatening event)​
​● Secure (danger is outside the school)​
​● Lockdown (danger is inside the school)​
​● Evacuate (leave the school building, often referred to as fire drill)​
​● Shelter (tornado or severe weather)​
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